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 Six years ago, a National Geographic article I read told the story of the 
life of women in the remote village of Foro, in the Konso district of southwestern 
Ethiopia. The life of a woman in Foro centers around one thing: providing for the 
thirst of your family. And by “thirst,” I don’t mean desires and dreams; I mean 
literal thirst. At least three times a day (sometimes, as many as five), every day 
of the year, the women and girls of the village climb the steep mountain on which 
they live, down and up, back and forth, 50 pounds of water strapped to their 
backs on each return journey back up the mountain. It takes an hour to reach the 
Toiro River with its dirty, unsafe water (dangerously low more often than not from 
drought). An hour down, an hour-and-then-some back, they walk – six to ten 
hours of each day devoted to this life-sustaining task. That’s the span of a full-
time job, essentially, just to meet the basic need of thirst. And, that’s far from the 
only work they do. 

Now I realize that there are things I take for granted. Every Friday is 
laundry day at my house. And every Friday I think about two things – first, how 
nice it is to only have the laundry of three people to do when I know so many 
others who do laundry for four, five, six or more. And, second, I give thanks for 
whoever it was that invented the washing machine in its current form and saved 
my hands (and sanity) from the day-long task of washing and wringing out 
clothes, one-by-one, as my grandmothers did for well more than half their lives. 
While the washing machine does its work, I can complete other chores, play with 
my daughter or read. I wonder sometimes, whether I would have been raised to 
pursue my dreams and my calling were it not for all the appliances and 
machinery that have lifted burdens from my back.   

I’ve always been thankful for appliances. But when I first heard this story 
of these Ethiopian women, I started looking twice at my faucet too. With barely 
the turn of my wrist -- the work of a single second -- I have clean water filling my 
glass. I usually don’t even think about it. It’s just there. And although I may be 
thirsty after a hard workout, talking a lot or consuming spicy food, I don’t think 
I’ve ever known true thirst – the kind of thirst that reminds you of your own 
mortality -- that your human body won’t last more than a few days without water.     

Our lives feel quite distant from the experience of women in Foro, where 
given the reality of water-fetching needs; girls aren’t even encouraged to com-
plete school. But the truth is we’re not too distant to act from our faith in better-
ing the lives of women on the other side of the world.   
 Church World Service’s annual CROP Hunger Walk is one way in which 
we can help. Last year, Fauntleroy Church was a large part of the walk’s 
success in Seattle, raising $5,865 ourselves and providing 63 of the 260 walkers 
city-wide! Here is a note we recently received from Amber Blake, announcing 
this year’s walk and detailing the impact of last year’s walk: 
 
Dear friends of the Seattle CROP Hunger Walk, 

We are up and running for this year’s walk, after a HUGE success last 
year (over $24,000 raised!). Thanks to you, our six local agencies received over 
$1,000 a piece, we cut back the 6.3 mile daily walk for water in 19 East African 
communities to just 0.6 miles, and we continue to answer the food/water needs 
of displaced people around the world. There are so many underlying injustices 
we see, and when we gather together as a force, we not only call for action, but 

we become action. Let’s keep these 
injustices, ongoing challenges, and 
successes in mind as we move 
towards our walk on Sunday, 
October 2

nd
. For details, go to 

www.crophungerwalk.org/seattlewa!  
      Your partner, on behalf of the 
Seattle CROP Hunger Walk Com., 
Amber Blake, Community Engage-
ment Specialist, West, Church 
World Service  
      Amber joins us for worship on 
Sept. 25

th
, to give us one last pep 

talk before the walk on Oct. 2
nd

, but 
the time to save the date is now! 
Talk to your family and friends 
about this important event, the good 
it has done and the good it can do.  
Then look for upcoming information 
from the church in August, including 
help in registering. Together, on 
Oct. 2

nd
, walking in solidarity with 

women like those in Foro, we will 
make a difference in our world!   

      Dreaming with God, Leah 

 
 

 

10:00 AM 
 

WORSHIP/CHURCH 
SCHOOL 

 

July 31, 2016 
"Investment Choices” 

Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 49:1-12 
Luke 12:13-21 

Leah Bilinski Preaching 
 

August 7, 2016 
Guest Preacher 
Rev. Dan Stern 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Sunday, Sept. 11,  
after worship 

All-Church Potluck Picnic 
 



 
 

 
Sunday – July 31 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship  
7:00 Kobe Bell Choir Performance 

– Sanctuary  
 
Monday – August 1 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – August 2 
9:00 Fix-It Group 
6:00 Parent Disipline Workshop - 

Narthex  
 
Sunday – August 7 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship – Guest Preacher, 
 Dan Stern 
 
Monday – August 8 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Thursday – August 11 
10:00 Sisters – Gaskill-Gaddis 

home 

 
 

 
      As often as possible, 
The Congregator will 
include a brief profile of 
one person in the church. 

This is a great way to get to know 
each other and to see the many ways 
we are engaged in the life of this 
church.               Sarah Ackers  
  
JEFF VANGILDER 
Hobbies: Singing, drumming, stamp 
collecting, walking all over West 
Seattle, snorkeling (warm water), 
travel, reading, theater. 
Career: I worked as a technical writer 
in the legal, manufacturing (Boeing), 
software, banking and health care 
industries. Now I’m retired and 
enjoying the freedom to set my own 
agenda, mostly. 
First friend at Fauntleroy: Erma 
Couden. Erma’s husband Elliott was 
a great friend of my father’s. They 
were kite flyers and also involved in 
the Southwest Seattle Historical 

Society. Erma and Elliott welcomed us 
to Fauntleroy when we moved from 
Fremont to West Seattle in 1992. 
Favorite thing about Fauntleroy 
Church: I’m always learning new 
things. Bron has really opened up 
musical opportunities for me and 
everyone in the church. I enjoy getting 
to know new people and I feel more 
and more at home at Fauntleroy all 
the time even after all this time. 
Sitting in the Sanctuary: Mostly with 
the choir. In the summer, in the 
second or third row on the right side 
or with other vacationing choir 
members on the left side. 
Church activities: Wow, I’ve done a 
lot of things. Right now I’m serving as 
treasurer; I record the sermon every 
week and post it on the web site. I 
also update the web site a couple of 
times a week. I attend Finance 
Ministry and Church Council meet-
ings, serve as liturgist a couple of 
times a year and lead a communion 
team. Oh, I also sing in the choir and 
sometimes get to sing special music 
or play one of my drums. I really 
enjoyed the “Living the Questions” 
adult educations classes this last 
year.  
Looking forward to: Blues Sunday! 
Bron is writing new music for next 
Advent season, which should be as 
incredible as always. I really feel like 
there is great energy and optimism at 
Fauntleroy since Leah joined us on 
our journey. I’m not sure where we’re 
going, but it will be a fun ride. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU FROM A MUSLIM  
COMMUNITY REPRESENATIVE 
     The Islamic 
holy month of 
Ramadan comes 
every year, though 
falls ten or eleven days earlier each 
year than the previous year. This 
year’s Ramadan, June 5

th
-July 5

th
, has 

proved challenging for even the most 
optimistic Mus-lim. Our fasting (no 
water, no food, no bad thoughts) for 
19 hour days here in Washington 
State, has been one challenge. 
Another has been the horrifying 
atrocities around the globe associated 
with our Muslim com-munities, impact-
ing the lives of so many innocents. 
      There are no good answers for 
violence against innocents, or 
violence against anyone for that 

matter. Personally, my heart is broken 
over so many senseless acts of  
violence. My friends and I are  
speechless as to what to say to non- 
Muslims and Muslims alike regarding 
these horrific acts.  
      There were some truly bright 
spots this Ramadan for sure. The 
kinds of brightness that brings hope in 
places where some are having a hard 
time to realize it. Reflection of our-
selves, through our Islamic worship 
and our generosity, comes shining 
through during the month of 
Ramadan, where an inner glow can 
be seen on the faces and in the hearts 
of so many Muslims. Another bright 
star, or guiding light, is where many of 
our Pacific Northwest Conference 
United Church of Christ (UCC) 
churches opened a calling pathway 
for all of their neighbors, welcoming in 
Ramadan this June. All neighbors 
walking or driving by may have seen a 
UCC thoughtful solidarity message of 
Peace for Ramadan, as banners or 
reader boards were posted promi-
nently at over 20 UCC Churches in 
Washington State.  
      Our Muslim community is both 
humbled and truly appreciative of the 
Pacific Northwest Conference United 
Church of Christ churches (and all of 
the other denominations too) who 
extended their love and belief in 
Jesus's teachings, going beyond what 
is certainly considered comfortable. 
One step closer to heaven I would 
expect, embracing the stranger, the 
other. We all could follow this example 
-- walking the talk, providing light, 
inspiration and hope along the way.  
      I would like to take the time to 
personally thank you. I hope I, myself 
and we as a Muslim community, will 
have the opportunity to extend our 
support to you during your trials, as 
respectfully as you have supported us 
during this very challenging Ramadan 
2016.  
      Jazzak Allah Khairan (May God 
reward you with goodness), 
Ms. Janice Tufte, Emergency Muslim 
Resource Guide and Education 
Management, Hassanah Consulting 
 

PASTOR LEAH AWAY 
     Leah will be away Aug. 1-13,  
enjoying time with family in K.C., then 
at a conference in Atlanta at the Ctr. 
for Progressive Renewal. Thank you 
for supporting both kinds of renewal  
(vacation and continuing ed)! 

As an open and affirming 

congregation, the members and staff 
of Fauntleroy Church are committed 

to fostering community among 

people of all races, cultures and 
sexual orientations. 



 
 

 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
      The following folks became our 
newest members on Sunday, July 17 
. 
Amy Hallmon 
      Amy and her wife, Jennifer, are 
parents to five children: Charity, 15, 
Raina, 12, Gavin, 7, Lucy, 6 and 
Alex, 4. Amy, who was formerly a 
Special Ed teacher, is now a stay-at-
home Mom. She graduated from 
Whitman College, where she met 
Jennifer. Amy says her five wonderful 
children all have special needs, which 
puts her teaching experience in 
special education to good use. She 
loves to read, explore family and local 
history, sing folks songs and go for 
walks and hikes. The robust CE 
program brought them to Fauntleroy; 
the loving and welcoming acceptance 
of their family as well as our inclusive-
ness in all forms made them decide to 
stay! 
 
Nancy Patterson 
      Nancy is a retired teacher. She 
taught for 40 years in many places; 
Edmonds, Bermuda, Germany, New 
Delhi, Okinawa and Virginia, to name 
a few. She loves music, to travel and 
read (she belongs to 3 book groups). 
Nancy grew up in Fauntleroy (she is 
the daughter of long-time members, 
Mary & David Hamlin) and after the 
loss of her husband, she decided to 
come back to her old neighbor-hood, 
which was an important part of her 
early life and to which she felt a 
spiritual need to return. 
      Please say hi Nancy and Amy and 
the Hallmon family the next time you 
see them. We welcome them to our 
church community!  
 
 
 
 

JUSTICE LEADERSHIP 
JUBILEE! 
      There is a new 

(nonresidential) 

program in the 

greater Seattle 

area designed to engage adults who 

are interested in social justice-- it's 
called Justice Leadership Jubilee! 

Justice Leadership Jubilee is a ten-

month, 15 hours/week commitment for 

adults who want to develop their faith 

 

and learn systemic change skills with 

a cohort of their peers. We know this 

is a significant investment and so we  

are especially looking for people who 

are in some kind of transition point 

(kids leaving the house, shift in 

employment, retirement, etc.) to 

consider making an intentional 

commitment to justice. The year 

includes: 

• 1 day a week in a social change 

agency (like the Church Council of 

Greater Seattle, Earth Ministry, or 

WHEEL) 

• 1 gathering per month (with the 

other Jubilee participants) to 

engage in spiritual reflection  

• 1 social justice training per month 

(varies based on the month, but 

will cover topics such as: racism 

and class, nonviolence, advocacy 

and forms of social change) 

• Support in bringing the new 

information and skill set back to 

your congregation 

     The inaugural year of the program 

will begin this fall 2016. Apply today 

at: www.justiceleadershipjubilee.org 

or contact Jenn Hagedorn 

(jenniferlin44@gmail.com or 

206.265.2834) for more information. 

 

 

 
 
 

2ND TIME SALE HERE TO 
SERVE 

      If you're 
wondering 
what to do with 
dishes you've 

replaced or books your child has 
outgrown, 2nd Time Sale volunteers 
are here to serve!  They'll be happy to 
take such things off your hands, with a 
smile and a tax receipt. 
      The sale in mid-September is our 
biggest fundraiser of the year and 
we'll meet our dollar goal only if we 
have a wide variety of lightly used 
items to sell. As you sort things in 
your basement or closets this 
summer, please keep the sale in 
mind. 
      The list of items we cannot take is 
posted at www.fauntleroyucc.org or 
you can call the church office (932-
5600). We'll start accepting deliveries 
to Fellowship Hall on Sept. 7. If you 
can't wait until then, call the office to 
arrange for us to store your donations. 
      Also, if you might be able to help 
before, during, or after the sale, call 
the office to explore the possibilities.  
It's a great way to raise money for our 
ministries, get to know other mem-
bers, and enjoy yourself immensely! 
              Judy Pickens 

 

ANNUAL SCHOOL-SUPPLY DRIVE AUG. 1-21 

  
 Any public-school teacher will tell you that, on the day  
school starts, the cabinets are full of school supplies, from crayons 
to composition books. Those shelves rapidly empty out, however,  
and low-income students who transfer in often don't have the basics. 
 These are the students our annual school-supply drive aims 
to equip with the backpacks, pencils, and flash drives they'll need  
for learning. 
 The third annual drive organized by our Homelessness Task Force will 
run Aug. 1 through 21 in partnership with the West Seattle and Fauntleroy YMCA.    
Our donations will benefit students at Highland Park, Roxhill, and West Seattle 
elementaries and homeless teens at the Orion Center downtown. 
 This year's list, developed by West Seattle Rotary's "Pencil Me in for 
Kids" project, is more focused than in prior years, so check it out on posters 
around the building.  You'll find a shopping list on the poster stand in the lobby 
and donation bins there and in the narthex.  Checks payable to Fauntleroy 
Church are welcome, too, in the plate or the church office (note: "school 
supplies"). 
 Thanks to the generosity of church and YMCA members in 2015, we 
gave (among many other things) 13 backpacks, 126 glue sticks, and 354 pencils.  
Cash and gift-card donations totaling $632 enabled us to shop for socks, 
underwear, and other essentials suggested by support staff at the three schools. 
 Thanks in advance for your generosity! 

- Judy Pickens for the Homelessness Task Force 

 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
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Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Erin Vogelpohl 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
SOME SPECIAL THANK YOUS!  
     Thank you to thank Laura Grit and 
David Yanacek for donating a 
computer monitor to the church, which 
I am using at my desk. All the better to 
coordinate volunteers with!  
      A big thanks to Bill Carroll for 
saying “I’m on my way!” as soon as he 
was asked to come down to the 
church last week to clean up the 
narthex. An electrical problem caused 
a sump pump to stop working which 
resulted in a water backup. And, 
another thanks to Phil Sweetland for 
working to resolve the electrical 
problem!             Sarah Ackers 
 

TIME TO APPLY FOR ART 
SHOW  
      Since 2008, the annual 
Fauntleroy Fine Art & Holiday Gift 
Show has cultivated a reputation as a 
quality event that's popular with both 
the community and participants. If you 
know of a West Seattle artist or 
holiday-gift crafter who really should 
be part of it, now's the time to apply. 
      Work can be in any medium - 
ceramics, acrylic, metal, glass, etc. 
Details and the application form for 
the Nov. 11-13 show are posted at 
www.fauntleroyucc.org or call the 
church office (932-5600). Deadline is 
Sept. 30. 

STILL COLLECTING ITEMS FOR 
OAXACA             
      If you have any of the following 
items, we can put them to good use: 
warm women's clothing, scarves, 
reading glasses, Sewing supplies-like 
embroidery thread and small scissors, 
giant suitcases, baseball hats, or….. 
a check for any amount made out to 
Fauntleroy Church with "San Jose" in 
the memo line.  
      Please bring items to church or 
contact me for pick up! If you're not 
sure what to donate, ask! 
      Lisa Corbin, 206.650.0030 
      them up ( 
 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
      It’s not too late to join the book 
discussion group. We’re reading the 
book “Dead Man Walking” by Sr. 
Helen Prejean. We will come together 
on August 30

th
 to discuss the book 

and enjoy food together. Copies of the 
book are available at Westwood 
Barnes and Noble and at the Seattle 
Library. If you would like to participate 
please RSVP Mary Code, 
codemary55@gmail.com or 206-
932-6301 by August 23

rd
.  Feel free to 

invite your teenage children and 
interested non-church friends.   
 
 
 
 

PEOPLE NEWS 
      Day Eaton had hip surgery on 
July 14. She is home doing well and 
will begin rehab soon.  
      Kathie Salonen is a new 
grandma! Baby Faith was born on 
7/19 to Kathie’s daughter, Karianne 
and her husband. Faith weighed in at 
6 lbs. 14 oz. Baby and mom are doing 
fine. Congratulations to you all!  
      Robin Akin had her final radiation 
treatment on 7/19. She wants to thank 
everyone for the nine months of love 
and support she received from her 
church family.  
 

WORSHIP MINISTRY  
      Here are highlights from the 6/26 
Worship Ministry meeting. 
• The banners will stay down for the 

summer. The light, airy feel of the 
sanctuary needs to soar some-
times! While we have sun and 
light, we'll let them be our 
banners. Banners will be flying 
again in September. 

• We talked about starting Service 
Sundays in 2017; this will take 
some planning so we are starting 
early! 

• We also began plans for a jump 
on Advent planning. Our theme 
this year asks us to look a bit 
more closely and a bit differently. 
Information will be showing up as 
early as September. 

Betsy Boyer, Worship Ministry Chair 
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