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EMBRACING THE ADVENT CONSPIRACY 
 
 Happy New Year! How were your holidays? How was Christmas? In this 
first week of 2017, I’ve found myself in countless conversations that began with 
this greeting and the following questions. Looking back on December, I’m so 
pleased that my responses are always positive. The holidays were not stressful 
for our family this year, which was a first for us. I truly believe that by embracing 
the Advent Conspiracy, we experienced a better, more fulfilling Christmas. 
 Ben and I have always set a budget for Christmas gifts, breaking it down 
for each person in our family. In years past, we purchased gifts with the goal of 
spending all the money we budgeted. While most of the gifts were perfect, we 
sometimes bought unneeded things in order to spend it all or to make things 
even between the kids or parents. I’ve filled our stockings with delicious 
chocolates, knowing that none of us needed to consume that much.  
 This year, with the introduction of Advent Conspiracy, we did things 
differently. Instead of getting each other things, Ben and I gifted each other 
tickets to a concert. We had a wonderful evening together while learning about 
and supporting the Looking Out Foundation, a fantastic organization that 
amplifies the impact of music by empowering those without a voice. When Ben’s 
brother asked if he could use one of the photos we took in Italy as art on his 
living room wall, we gifted him a gift certificate to help pay for it. In return, his 
brother and sister-in-law gifted us with a date night in March. We didn’t fill our 
own stockings, just those for the kids and Ben’s mom. We made gifts for friends 
and family, and they made them for us. We didn’t feel the need to spend our 
entire budget, which eliminated gift-giving stress. It reduced the number of hours 
we spent buying and wrapping presents, hours which we then used to watch 
Christmas movies, play games with the kids, and plan our Christmas meals 
without rushing. Preparing for Christmas was a joyous “get to do” rather than a 
stressful “have to do.”  
 We also took time to make sure we were giving back. Like many other 
families with young children, we have an Elf on the Shelf. The short story is that 
the elf visits our home every day between December 1 and Christmas, reporting 
back to Santa on how good the kids are each night. The kids have fun searching 
for Sicily every morning, and she is often caught being mischievous. This year, 
we used Sicily to make sure the kids thought of someone other than themselves. 
One morning, they found her sitting in front of canned goods with a note to take 
them to a local food drive before going to the Alternative Giving Fair. Another 
day, her note asked them to purge their drawers of warm clothes they no longer 
wore to give to WestSide Baby, along with a couple of stocking caps she left for 
them. And, on a Sunday morning, she left them gift cards to take to church for 
the Giving Tree. 
 Even our Christmas Day meal was served differently. Rather than feast-
ing on a dozen dishes being passed around the table, we made an Italian meal 
which we served in courses. It was unconventional for us, but ended up being 
lots of fun to prepare and less stress because not everything had to be ready at 
the exact same time. Last night, we got an email from Ben’s aunt, thanking us 
for the time together and for the meal in courses. She has trouble digesting food, 
and was truly able to enjoy the meal because she didn’t have to eat it all in one 
sitting. The courses gave us time to visit, laugh, sing a couple carols at our 
neighbor’s house, and have most of the dishes washed before everyone left. It 
was the best day.  

       I am confident that we will 
continue to embrace the Advent 
Conspiracy, not just each Advent 
Season, but all year long. We will 
look for ways to spend less, to give 
more, to worship fully, and to love all. 
            Sarah Ackers 

 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP/CHURCH 
SCHOOL 

10:00 AM 
 

 
 
 

January 15, 2017 
“What’s Your Starting Place?” 

John 1:29-42 
I Corinthians 1:1-9 

Leah Bilinski Preaching 
 
 

January 22, 2017 
“Seeing the Goodness of God in 

the Land of the Living”  
Matthew 4:12-23 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Friday – Sunday, January 13-15 
Sr. High Mid-Winter Retreat at Pilgrim 
Firs Camp  
 
Sunday - January 15, 2017 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship  
11:30 Worship Ministry – Fish Bowl 
 
Monday – January 16 
Office Closed  

 
 
Tuesday – January 17 
8:30  Altar Guild 
3:30 LPS Teachers Meeting – 4

th
 

Floor Conf. Room 
 
Wednesday – January 18 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
1:00 Church/Y Com. – Library 
6:30 Service & Outreach Min. - Lib. 
7:00 Finance Min. – 4

th
 Flr C.R. 

 
Thursday – January 19 
11:30 Mid-Day Fellowship – F. Hall 
7:30 Choir 
 
Saturday – January 21 
9-12:30 Adult Bible Study Class 

Begins – Fellowship Hall 
5:00 Crock Pots - tbd 
 
Sunday – January 22 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship 
11:30 Green Committee – F. Bowl 
11:30 Taste & See - Library 
 
Monday – January 23 
Congregator mailed out 
No LPS Classes 
8:30 Altar Guild 
6:30 Sisters – Gould home 
 
Tuesday – January 24 
10:00 Caring Ministry – Library 
7:00 Council - BRR 
 
Wednesday – January 25 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
 
Thursday – January 26 
7:30 Choir 
 
Friday – January 27 
No LPS Classes 

 
 
 

BYSTANDER INTERVENTION 
TRAINING

 
Thursday, Feb. 23, 6:30-8:00 PM 
Here at Fauntleroy Church 
      As the rhetoric across the nation 
about who’s in and who’s out 
becomes more vitriolic, this statement 
(“Stand. Speak. Act.”) becomes 
increasingly vital to our democracy 
and our faith. God’s welcome is not a 
passive one, but is active and 
engaged with the world. Ours must 
follow suit.  
      Join us for this workshop led by 
Rev. Andrew Conley-Holcom, 
U.C.C. pastor at Admiral. Together, 
we’ll focus on practical strategies for:                        
• de-escalation 

• intervention on behalf of targeted 

persons 

• strategic documentation 

• safety planning in volatile 

situations. 

      We are all in this together. RSVP 
to jackie@fauntleroyucc.org.       Leah
  
 
 

SEATTLE MILLION WOMXN’S 
MARCH 
      Are you 
interested in the 
Million Womxn’s 
March taking place 
on January 21, 
2017? This event 
has been organized in solidarity with 
the national Women’s March on 
Washington D. C. People of all gender 
identities, ethnicities, ages, abilities, 
religions, and sexual orientations are 
invited to participate in this inclusive 
march. Logistics are still unfolding, but 
here are the basic details: 
 

Date: January 21, 2017 
Time: 10 AM – 4 PM 

Where: Downtown Seattle, SODO to   
             Seattle Center 
Schedule: 10 AM gathering with     
             speakers; 11 AM march  
              begins 
 
      Marchers who aren’t walking the 
entire route are invited to join along 
marked entrance points and exit when 
needed.  
      Organizers say they hope to 
create a peaceful presence, so that “in 
the spirit of democracy and honoring 
the champions of human rights, 
dignity, and justice who have come 
before us, we join in diversity to show 
our presence in numbers too great to 
ignore.” Their mission is to amplify the 
voices of those gathering in Washing-
ton, DC, and all who believe that the 
struggles of women of color, people of 
marginalized identities, sexualities, 
abilities, backgrounds and experi-
ences continue. Organizers stress, “It 
is our goal to provide the resources 
necessary for people to connect with 
one another, become accomplices, 
and work towards equity and social 
justice in this country.” Go here for 
details: 
https://womxnsmarchseattle.wordpres
s.com/logistics/needed. 
      You may be wondering as to the 
political undertones to this march and 
the appropriateness of the church in 
promoting such an event.  While it is 
not legal for a church that enjoys tax-
exempt status to tell you how and for 
whom to vote, it is appropriate, and 
indeed our calling as followers of 
Christ, to stand up in support of 
values and persons for whom we 
believe Jesus did or would have stood 
up.  Jesus showed us a God who 
values, seeks out and lifts up those on 
the margins of society, and if we are 
to follow Christ, we must do the same.  
It is in this vein of our faith (congruent 
with our mission statement as Faunt-
leroy Church) that we are promoting 
and inviting you to march.  We do not 
endorse this march as a protest of the 
presidency.  Rather, we endorse it as 
a faithful show of solidarity toward the 
creation of God's everlasting realm of 
justice and peace on earth, where "no 
matter who you are, or where you are 
on life's journey, you are welcome 
here."    Pastor Leah 
 
 
 
  

As an open and affirming 

congregation, the members and staff 

of Fauntleroy Church are committed 
to fostering community among 

people of all races, cultures and 
sexual orientations. 



 
 

JANUARY ADULT ED CLASS 
      Rev. Bob Atkinson,  
Leah’s dad and a UCC 
minister, will be teaching 
an introductory course 
on the New Testament 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on five 
consecutive Saturday mornings, 
starting Jan. 21. We will read the 
biblical text and a book entitled, An 
Introduction to the New Testament by 
Raymond Brown, focusing on the 
following aspects each week: 
 

Jan. 21: Introductory material, Jesus 
and the prophetic heritage, the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, and the canonization of 
the New Testament. 
 
Jan. 28: Synoptic gospels, Acts, and 
the Johannine Gospel and Letters. 
 
Feb. 4: New Testament letters, Paul’s 
life and thought, and seven letters 
believed to have been written by Paul. 
 
Feb. 11: Pseudonynimity and the 
Deutero-Pauline writings including 
Hebrews. 
 
Feb. 18: Catholic Epistles and 
Revelation, the historical Jesus, and 
Jewish and Christian writings 
pertinent to the New Testament. 
 

      Through readings, questions, and 
group discussion, we will enhance our 
understanding and use of the New 
Testament for faith development and 
explore its applications to current 
issues. 
      The $30 fee for the course covers 
the cost of the textbook, other 
materials, and a continental breakfast.  
If two people would like to share a 
book, the cost is $25/person ($50 
total). Scholarships are available upon 
request. To ensure receipt of the 
textbooks on time, please sign-up 
and pay for the class no later than 
Jan. 15. There is a sign-up sheet at 
the Get Involved Table or call or email 
Mary Code to register and arrange for 
payment, codemary55@gmail.com; 
206-932-6301. To honor Rev. 
Atkinson’s commitment of time, we 
ask that you strive to attend all five 
sessions. Everyone is welcome and 
childcare will be provided if requested.                 
              Adult Education Committee 

 
 
 
THE GIFT OF LIFE 

    Mark your 
Calendars! On 
Monday, Jan. 23, 
2017 the Blood 
Works Northwest bus 
will be at Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Church on 35
th

 Avenue 
(7000 35

th
 Avenue SW), from 1 PM to 

7PM. You can drop in or call the 
church to set up an appointment – 
206-935-0358.  
      This is our chance to come 
together with churches in West 
Seattle to support this vital resource.  
         Bobbie Reeves, Caring Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARISH LIFE 
MINISTRY 
      Here are  
highlights from  
the Dec. 7 Parish  
Life Ministry  
meeting. 
• Reviewed Pastor Leah’s 

Installation and the Advent festival 
• Jo Ann Anderson gave an 

update on Welcoming and 
Engaging Training 

• Planning underway for February 
Ministry Sunday 

• Brainstormed ideas for events and 
activities that would engage the 
congregation in fellowship 

            Sarah Ackers 
 
 

GOING FOR HER GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD!  
LET’S SUPPORT ALINA GUYON 

 
 Did you know that Fauntleroy Church UCC 
UCC has helped to create a library for refugees?  
After the 2

nd
 Time Sale in September, you kindly  

donated all of the left over books for my project – 
over 1,100 books and dozens of  educational games.   
 I’m excited to have just received approval 
for my Girl Scout Gold Award.  I’m building a library 
in a refugee camp in Uganda. It’s a big undertaking and requires planning, 
organization and the coordination of a team of people.  With your help last year, I 
sold enough Girl Scout cookies to pay to travel to Uganda, so I’ll go to install the 
library in August. 
 Why Refugees? There are currently 65 million refugees in the world – 
more than at any time in our history since World War II. These are people who 
are forcibly removed from their homes and flee for their safety; half are children 
under the age of 18, according to the United Nations (UNHCR 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html). The average time a person 
spends in a refugee camp is over seven years, and the children lose acess to 
school and education. Without an education, the opportunity to improve their 
situation is minimal. Refugee children without access to reading represent a lost 
generation. 
 Why Uganda? While Syrian refugees have received attention in the 
news, there is also a huge refugee crisis in Africa. Uganda has the fastest grow-
ing refugee population in Africa, accepting over 100,000 new refugees in 2016 
alone. Their neighboring countries of South Sudan, Burundi and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo are war-torn. While Uganda doesn’t have many resources, 
they are compassionate to the plight of their neighbors. 
 Uganda is home to many languages, but English is the the common 
spoken language. So books in English are perfect! I am partnering with an 
organization in Uganda that serves refugees and has a small school. The organi-
zation is called Hope of Children and Women and they are very excited to receive 
the library. To date, I have collected 2,300 books, and I would still love more. If 
you have any childrens’ books, early readers or educational books to donate, I’ll 
have a bin in the Narthex during January.   
    Alina Guyon, Aguyon19@holynames-sea.org 

 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
 
Fauntleroy Church UCC 
9140 California Avenue SW 
Seattle WA  98136-2556 
January 9, 2017 
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______________________________ 
 

 

Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

ROXHILL SCHOOL VOLUNTEER 
TUTORS URGENTLY NEEDED 
      Can you help with basic math, 
reading, or writing? Roxhill Elemen-
tary School, on Roxbury Street near 
Safeway, needs volunteer tutors for 
Roxhill's after-school program. From 
January through June 2017, Monday 
through Thursday, hours 2:30 to 3:30 
PM, folks willing to routinely work with 
small groups of students and staff one 
day a week or more are welcome. 
There is a high need for Math tutors 
on Tuesdays (Kindergarten) and 
Thursdays (1

st
 grade). Small group 

activities are pre-planned by Roxhill 
Staff for each program. Tutors are 
asked to arrive a few minutes early to 
meet with the facilitators to learn 
about the activity the tutors will lead. 
Groups will be 3-4 students per tutor. 
To learn more, contact Liz Cervantes 
at the school - 206.252.9576, 
elcervantes@seattleschools.org, or 
Fauntleroy Church member, Robb 
Menaul, 206.935.4136. 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
     Missionaries, Kim & Erik Free, will 
preach on Sunday, Feb. 5, and will 
speak about their experiences in 
Fellowship Hall following worship. 
Light refreshments. Kim and Erik Free 
have served with Global Ministries for 

2 1/2 years.  Erik and Kim Free serve 
with the United Church of Christ in 
Mozambique. Erik assists by training 
the youth and elders in the community 
in conservation agriculture and 
farming skills to improve food security 
and self-sustainability.  Kim is training 
the church community on health care, 
preventive medical care, HIV/AIDS, 
literacy and conservation agriculture 
as well. This is a joint appointment by 
the Common Global Ministries Board 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and the United Church of 
Christ. 
 

FROM YOUR GREEN 
COMMITTEE 
      Please come to the meeting after 
church on Sunday, Jan 22, to plan 
our "Green Fair" on Feb.12, and our 
upcoming Ministry Sunday with the 
Sunday School kids on March 5.  We 
will need all hands on board along 
with your energy and creativity, to 
make these events memorable. We’ll 
meet in the Fish Bowl at 11:15 AM.  
      Thanks, Chris (Mahar), Chair 
 

SWEET MUSIC FOR YOUR 
SWEETIE 
      Music Director, Bronwyn 
Edwards, is pulling in local talent for 
the Valentine's edition of Sweet, 
Sweet Music. Mark your calendar for 
Friday, Feb. 10, 7:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall. 

TASTE & SEE INVITATION 
      Are you considering becoming a 
member of Fauntleroy Church or 
would just like to learn more about the 
congregation and United Church of 
Christ while making some connections 
with other members, visitors and 
friends of the church? Come “taste 
and see” what we’re all about! A 
progressive lunch is provided in the 
church during the event. The next 
“Taste & See” will take place following 
worship on January 22, with new 
members being received during 
worship on February 12.  
      Contact Jackie in the church office 
if you would like to participate. Some 
of you have already received an 
invitation to our “Taste & See” event, 
but if you haven’t, you are still 
welcome. Childcare provided upon 
request.  
 

BLANKETS  NEEDED - IT’S 
COLD OUT THERE! 
      I’ve had several requests lately 
from homeless people stopping by the 
office to ask for a blanket or coat. If 
you have an extra blanket that you’d 
like to get rid of that is still in good 
condition, please consider dropping it 
by the church office. Thanks!   
     Yesterday, I had a homeless 
gentleman ask if I had any socks. I 
gave him a two-pack and he said, “Oh 
no thanks, I just need one pair.” That 
one brought tears to my eyes.  Jackie 
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