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A NOTE FROM PASTOR LEAH 
   
 Maybe my last church was a bit too close to the Bible belt, but people 
here in Seattle seem kind of funny about the notion of sin. I say this with 
amusement and a bit of intrigue because to me, it’s fairly simple: if we 
occasionally say and do things we know we shouldn’t or don’t say and do the 
things we know we should -- even if the incident is “minor,” even if we don’t 
realize it until later – we sin. Whatever connotation we’ve allowed the word “sin” 
to be given, it’s as straightforward as that. In fact, as I’ve shared before, the word 
“sin,” actually originates from an ancient Hebrew archery term that simply means 
“missing the mark.”    
 Now, I recognize, and have complete empathy for, those who have had 
the word used against them. That’s why you’ll often hear me using other 
language in referencing sin. I might say things like, “we’ve all fallen short,” 
“we’ve done the things we should not have done,” or, even borrowing from the 
archery meaning, I’ll say “we’ve missed the mark.” 
 But, I also feel the need to reclaim the word, “sin,” too. It’s not meant to 
be a snowball thrown by others that smacks us in the head; it’s meant to be a 
concept that helps us grow to embrace our best selves.  
 Recognizing sin – whether it be individual or corporate (the sin of a 
collective group of people) – is meant to be good for us and good for the 
universe. It’s therapeutic to engage in a bit of humble truth-telling, and when we 
own our sinfulness, we do exactly that. We stand before God, recognizing that 
we’re not perfect, but that we want to be better – for one another, for ourselves 
and for God. That’s powerful stuff!   
 You may have noticed that during Lent, our worship services have 
included a prayer of confession (and, in response, an assurance of God’s grace 
and forgiveness) every Sunday. I’ve done that intentionally, of course. Lent is a 
time of self-reflective journey along the path of discipleship. It’s a time to 
challenge ourselves to growth, greater understandings, and actions that better 
align with Jesus’ life. It’s about recognizing that we’re “on a way not our own” 
(our theme), and then being honest with ourselves about all the ways in which 
we do, indeed, usually default to our own ways. I can think of no other element 
of our worship more important in doing that than a shared prayer of confession. 
Think about it as a weekly journeying moment in which we stop to check the 
compass and then publicly admit that we need a bit of course correction.  
 If sin and confession is uncomfortable for you, that’s because it’s 
supposed to be. Humility is rarely fun and truth-telling is rarely comfortable, but it 
is always good. And, when we make a point of doing it in front of our children 
and one another, we point to the One who is greater than ourselves while 
simultaneously leaning away from narcissism-affirming cultural influences. I 
challenge you to not underestimate the power that has – for you, for those that 
hear you, and for our world. 
 So, let us confess our sins before God and one another. Let us get 
vulnerable with one another. Let us engage in some truth-telling. And, then, let 
us know the grace of God that falls into arms open and free from baggage that’s 
been set down.   

 From one sinner to another, LeahLeahLeahLeah 

 

 
 

WORSHIP/CHURCH 
SCHOOL 

10:00 AM 
 

 
 

“On a Way Not Our Own”  
 

 
April 2, 2017 

Stewardship Campaign  
“For Such a Time as This” 

Kicks Off! 
“Challenged to be Bold in the 

Face of the Unpopular” 
The Story of Esther 

John 9:1-41 
Communion 

Leah Bilinski Preaching 
 
 

April 9, 2017 
“Challenged to be More Than 
Transactional with Our Faith” 

Matthew 1:1-11 and 26: 
Leah Bilinski Preaching 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Saturday – April 1 
9:00 Goop Breakfast – Fell. Hall 
5:00 Women & Wine – F. Hall 
 
Sunday – April 2 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship – Communion 
 Stewardship Campaign Kick-

Off 
4:45 SOAR – in the church 
5:00 Sojourners - tbd 
 
Monday – April 3 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – April 4 
9:00 Fix-It Group 
7:00 Personnel – Fish Bowl 
 
Wednesday – April 5 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
5:30 Parish Life Ministry - Library 
 
Thursday – April 6 
7:30 Choir 
 
Saturday – April 8 
12:00 Dan Cook Memorial – Sanc.  
 
Sunday – April 9 
PALM SUNDAY – HOLY WEEK 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship 
 Youth Service Sunday – off-

site project 
5:00 Confirmation Class – Rm. 407 
 
Monday – April 10 
LPS Spring Break 
8:30 Altar Guild 
6:30 Sisters – Ranes home 
 
Tuesday – April 11 
7:00 LPS Standing Com.-4

th
 Flr CR 

 
Wednesday – April 12 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
6:30 Service & Outreach Min.-BRR 
 
Thursday – April 13 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
10:00 Sisters – Library 
6:30 Ukelele Bank 
7:30 Choir 
 
Friday – April 14 
GOOD FRIDAY 
6:00 Potluck – F. Hall 
7:00 Good Friday Worship Service 
8:00 Vigil Begins - Sanctuary 
 

 
 
 

MEET THE REST OF OUR NEW 
MEMBERS, WHO JOINED ON 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12 

 

TAMI SCHENDEL 
Tami and her 
husband, Kurt, are 

parents to daughters, Sara and 
Stephanie. They have attended 
Fauntleroy Church for 20+ years and 
the girls grew up in this church. Tami 
is a Registered Nurse. She loves to 
garden and travel. They are now 
taking care of Kurt’s mother, who is 
“our angel with Dementia”, which 
makes life a bit challenging. We are 
so glad Tami has become a member 
after all of these years! 
 
ALEX AND KARA SHAFER 
     Kara is also a Registered Nurse 
and Alex is an IT guy. They are 
parents to Molly (almost 5) and Sadie 
(2-1/2). Alex enjoys brewing his own 
beer and he participates in several 
Fantasy Football leagues. He is 
always planning the next home 
improvement project and is currently 
working on a treehouse for his girls. 
Kara likes going on adventures with 
their girls…zoos, parks, museums, 
etc. They wanted their girls to be 
connected to a strong faith community 
as they grow up and find “peace” in 
going to church. They also want them 
to look forward to serving the 
community together.  
 
JOAN WIERINGA 
     Joan is a retired Registered 
Nurse/Parish Nurse. She has three 
grown children. She is currently 
involved in writing her family history. 
She loves to walk/exercise and to 
travel to different places, near or far 
away. She also enjoys connecting 
socially with friends and family, 
attending the symphony and opera, 
jazz music and old movies. Joan 
thought it was a good time for a 
change and comes to us from Admiral 
UCC. She was drawn here by the 
friendly people and the many activities 

in which Fauntleroy Church is 
involved.  
 
ELTINA “TINA” WRIGHT 
      Eltina is the mother of Gwen 
Benedict, who also joined the church 
on the 12

th
. She is retired. She grew 

up in the UCC and has served on 
most of the different committees over 
the years. She loves to sew, do water-
color paintings, cook and bake, play 
bridge, do floral arrangements, listen 
to music and play in a bell choir. She 
lives with Gwen and decided it was a 
good time for her to join the church 
along with Gwen.  
 
      We are so happy to have all of 
these new, wonderful people join our 
church community. Please give them 
a warm welcome the next time you 
see them!  
 
 
 
 

LEAVE MORE BEHIND THAN 
MEMORIES 
      Our church is 
partnering with the 
YMCA, The Kenney, 
WestSide Baby, 
Southwest Youth and 
Family Services and the Southwest 
Seattle Historical Society to present 
an informational seminar on why 
having a will is so important for you, 
your family and the organizations you 
might want to help. 
      Estate Planning Attorney Heather 
deVrieze of deVrieze/Carney PLLC 
will answer these questions and more: 
Who needs a will? What makes a will 
valid? Whom should I name as an 
executor? How often should I review 
my will? 
      Please join us to learn how you 
can create a will that will help you 
leave behind more than memories.  
Monday, April 17, 2017 | 11 AM – 2 
PM. Complimentary lunch will be 
served. Fauntleroy Church/Fellowship 
Hall Space is limited – RSVP 
required by Monday, April 10 to: 
Jackie Gould, 206-932-5600, 
Jackie@fauntleroyucc.org,  
 
 
 
 
  

As an open and affirming 
congregation, the members and staff 

of Fauntleroy Church are committed 
to fostering community among 

people of all races, cultures and 
sexual orientations. 



 
 
 

PLEDGE DOLLARS MAKE 
STRATEGIC HELP POSSIBLE 
      Your pledge dollars have been at 
work through the Homelessness Task 
Force since 2013, including strategic 
support to help families living on the 
edge keep their housing. Liz 
Cervantes, a social-work intern at 
Roxhill Elementary, shares this 
example:  
      “A family with an autistic student 
at the school relies on the father's 
income from a security company so 
that the mother can care for their son. 
Several weeks ago, the dad's super-
visor broke a contract, which threw his 
whole team out of work. The family 
was unable to pay all the rent and was 
incurring late fees. When the landlord 
gave notice of eviction, Liz presented 
the situation to the task force and 
asked for help. We dipped into funds 
for just such emergencies to bring the 
family's rent up to date.  The dad soon 
started a new contract and the family 
continues on solid footing.” 
      Liz adds: "With many other 
resources throughout the city being 
spread thin, the direct support from 
your church to Roxhill has been 
critical in ensuring that more of our 
families receive the basic needs of 
food, housing, and transportation." 
      Judy Pickens, for the 
Homelessness Task Force 

 
 
 

"FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS" 
      Our 
Stewardship 
Campaign 

begins on April 2. For the next few 
weeks you will hear, see, and read 
about Giving to Fauntleroy Church 
from many different perspectives in 
our church community. Members of 
the Stewardship Committee will once 
again visit the small groups of the 
church to shine a light on giving. 
Fellow members will share their 
stories of giving, volunteering and 
pledging their gifts in the "Minute for 
Mission" during Sunday worship. Look 
for announcements about a special 
Budget Info Session in April and see 
information about Women & Wine in 
“Over the Fence”.  
      On May 7, we will come together 
as a church community to celebrate 
our gifts of time, talent and 

treasure. We will celebrate the thou-
sands of hours we spend together 
serving the church, the community, 
and each other. We will celebrate the 
pledges and gifts we pool together to 
make all of our work together 
possible. The money we raise during 
the campaign is shared across all of 
our ministries. 

      Please engage in this year's cam- 
paign. Before making your pledge, sit 
down and prayerfully consider all of 
the important work we do for each 
other and the community. Please join 
us as we celebrate our commitment to 
one another for another year.  
           Your Stewardship Committee 
 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Potluck and Showing of the Documentary, 13
th

 
April 18

th
, 6:30 p.m. 
 

• The United States has the highest rate of incarceration 

in the world. 

• There are more African Americans in prison today than 

were slaves in 1850. 

• The majority of illegal drug users and dealers nation- 

wide are white, but 75% of those imprisoned for drug  

offenses have been Black or Latino. 

 
 How have these statistics come about in “the Land of the Free”?  For 
answers, please join us for 13

th
 on April  18

th
. The film offers a riveting exploration 

of the history of racial inequity in the US and how it has resulted in the criminali-
zation and disproportionate imprisonment of African Americans. Older children 
(mature middle-schoolers and up) are welcome, as well as your interested 
neighbors and friends.  We’ll share a potluck dinner, watch the film, and then 
debrief our reactions over dessert provided by the church. No requirement to sign 
up in advance, but if you already know what main or side dish you’ll be making, 
please note it on the list at the Get Involved Table so we’ll have a general idea of 
what’s for dinner! 
 

Series on Mass Incarceration of African Americans:   
Causes, Impact, and Reform 

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., April 25
th

, May 2
nd

, May 9
th

, and May 16
th

 
 
To end the racial caste system,…we must change the image of people of color as 
criminals, not just in the eyes of the police, but among all of us. --Michelle 
Alexander 
 
 In this series, we will use content from Michelle Alexander’s book The 
New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness as a jumping off 
point for our study of mass incarceration in the United States and exploration of 
Washington State’s criminal justice system.  We heartily recommend that you 
read the book, but it is not required for participation; rather in-class videos will 
serve as the basis for small group discussion.  Sessions I and II will focus on 
Alexander’s thesis, her research on racially biased policies, laws, and practices, 
and her call for a large scale, reform movement to end mass incarceration.  In 
light of our awareness of the New Jim Crow, we’ll consider the criminal justice 
situation in Washington State, during sessions III and IV. Terry Stewart from the 
Youth Chaplaincy Coalition and Detective Kim Bogucki and several ex-
offenders from the IF Project will be sharing their program models and how they 
are positively impacting kids in detention, prisoners and former prisoners, and 
those at risk of incarceration.  In addition, they’ll be suggesting ways that we 
might support their efforts and work towards systemic change.  
 Please join us for this opportunity to learn about an important issue and 
potentially take action. The cost of the discussion series is $10 and includes a 
pizza dinner. Sign-up at the Get Involved Table or call the church office.  If you 
have questions, please contact Ev Eldridge at eje10@comcast.net or 206-799-
3015.                Mary Code 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
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Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!! 
      Congratulations to Karyn Frazier, 
who recently received a Preaching 
Award for 2017 from the “Rod Romney 
Legacy Fund” given by Seattle First 
Baptist Church.  
      Dr. Rod Romney was a beloved 
senior pastor at Seattle First Baptist 
Church for many years. A Legacy 
Fund set up in his honor disperses 
money to a variety of causes that 
exemplify Rod’s ministry of inclusion, 
compassion and interfaith values. 
Each year, the Legacy Fund also gives 
a monetary award to a student 
preacher. Upon receiving the award, 
the student preacher is invited to 
deliver a sermon at Seattle First 
Baptist Church during a Sunday 
morning worship service. Karyn will 
preach sometime in the late spring or 
early summer. Way to go, Karyn, this 
is quite an honor!  
 

A SPIRITUAL RETREAT FOR 
WOMEN 
      This retreat, entitled, “Celebrating 
Sisterhood: For Such a Time as This”, 
is May 19-21, at N-Sid-Sen Camp and 
Conference Center in Harrison, ID. 
Begins at 6:30 on Friday and con-
cludes Sunday after lunch.  
      A time of rest, relaxation and 
renewal for women of all ages. This 

three-day retreat on the shores of 
Lake Coeur d’Alene will provide 
opportunities for worship, fun, 
creativity, quiet, prayer, music and 
laughter. All activities are voluntary, so 
if what you need is to just get away 
from life for a while and relax, you are 
welcome to come and truly “retreat”.  
Accommodations: Spirit Lodge/Syringa 
Lode $115; cabins $100. Register by 
April 24 for early bird $10 discount. 
Register at www.n-sid-sen.org. Spon-
sored by the Pacific NW Conference of 
the UCC. 
 
 

GROUP HUG PHOTO 
      A Group Hug Photo, sponsored by 
the SW Historical Society, is getting to 
be the way to start a celebration; the 
way to announce historical events. 
    On Sunday, May 21, a Group Hug 
Photo will kick-start the Centennial 
Celebration of the Fauntleroy Grade 
School. This is what will happen: 
      After church, we hope everyone, 
including children, will walk across the 
street to the front of the school, face 
the camera that will be on a lift across 
the street (maybe in the upper parking 
lot) and at 11:30 smile and shout 
Fauntleroy or cheese or something, 
and the camera will record it for 
history.  
      The program and what happens 
next will be in the April 10 
Congregator.       Bonnie Beerman 

SAVE THE DATE 
      If you are an usher, greeter, 
welcome table or get involved table 
attendant, please mark your 
calendars for training on May 13

th
, 9-

11 AM. The two-part training will begin 
with instruction on how to welcome 
and engage with the congregation and 
each other on Sunday mornings. We 
will then break into small groups for 
training on our role’s specific respon-
sibilities. This is an important train-
ing for Sunday morning volunteers. 
Please make it a priority to attend.  
      Sarah Ackers, on behalf of the 
Visitor to Member Task Force and 
Parish Life Ministry 
 
 

WINE & WOMEN 
     Ever notice that all the best parties 
happen in the kitchen?  
      The Fauntleroy Church kitchen is 
no exception! Join us for a little wine, a 
little cheese, some fellowship, and 
learn the secrets and hidden joys of 
the cupboards just beyond the doors 
of Fellowship Hall. All women are 
welcome, young and young at heart. 
We will take a minute to reflect on the 
Stewardship Campaign and our 
theme: "For Such a Time as This." 
Many good thoughts and plenty of 
laughs guaranteed. Please come! 
               Your Stewardship Committee 
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