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A NOTE FROM PASTOR LEAH 
 

 I think I was 13 years old when I first sensed the power a church can 
have in the world. Now, if you know me, you might guess that I gained this 
sense by witnessing the tremendous outreach of the church I was attending 
at the time: Southwood U.C.C. in Raytown, Missouri.  That would be a good 
guess.  Southwood’s outreach was, after all, one of the things that drew my 
parents to attend there.  But for me, it was my church’s “in-reach” that first 
opened my eyes to the potential beauty and power possible when people 
intentionally come together in a community of faith. At Southwood, the 
congregation practiced what they preached, striving to live the very King-
dom of God on earth for which they also prayed. As a young teen, I noticed 
how they practiced what they preached. I felt it too. I felt it in the ways I was 
personally welcomed, noticed, cared for, valued and wrapped in a loving 
atmosphere – an atmosphere that modeled to me greater possibilities for the 
world.  
 I learned a valuable lesson back then: no matter how great your 
church’s community outreach, it means little if your church’s in-reach does 
not match it.  As the Apostle Paul taught the church at Corinth: 
 

“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels but do not have love,  
              I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” 

 

 Churches must model that for which they strive. Authenticity in 
ministry is everything. That’s why this year, a significant portion of the 
increase being proposed in our church budget comes from an “in-reach” 
proposal to practice what we preach:  we would like to offer health insurance 
to all Fauntleroy Church staff working an average of 25 hours a week or 
more.  This would take us from zero staff presently covered to as many as 
seven possible staff covered (if all opt-in), with costs for four accounted for 
within our general budget and costs for three accounted for from our budget 
that operates Little Pilgrim School.    
 Now, I’d be willing to bet that some of you are sweating bullets 
considering the possible budgetary impact this proposal could have.  I’d also 
be willing to bet that some of you are jumping for joy at the idea of gifting our 
staff with this level of support.  I’m hoping that most of you are more like me 
– sweating a bit and jumping for joy as I consider what my family and I might 
personally do to help bring this vision to fruition.      
 The changing nature of healthcare in our country has been and 
continues to be an incredibly unsettling thing as uncertainty about the future 
of coverage, quality of care, access and cost plague many. Amid this social 
reality, we have an opportunity to step up to the plate and do what we can 
where we can, right now – practicing authentic ministry as we live what we 
preach with our beloved staff.  
      Whether this all works out in the way we hope or not, I want you to know 
that I’m proud to be part of a church striving to better people’s lives – both 
outside and inside our walls.  You make me proud, Fauntleroy Church. 

      Striving for authenticity alongside you, LeahLeahLeahLeah  

 

 
WORSHIP/CHURCH 

SCHOOL 

10:00 AM 
 

April 16, 2017 

 
 

6 AM Worship on Alki Beach 
8-11 Breakfast in Fellowship 
 Hall 
9 & 11 Identical Worship Services  
 in the Sanctuary 
 

 
April 23, 2017 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Recycle Roundup 

Church Parking Lot 
 

10:00 
Ministry Sunday  

led by the 
Facilities Ministry  

Sunday School in Fellowship Hall 
Leah Bilinski Preaching 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
This year’s Annual Meeting will 
be on Sunday, June 4, following 
worship, in Fellowsip Hall. Don’t 
miss out on this opportunity to be 
part of discussion and decisions 

that will guide our future.  



 
 

 
Friday – April 14 
GOOD FRIDAY 
6:00 Potluck – F. Hall 
7:00 Holy Friday Worship Service 
 (Childcare available.) 
8:00 Vigil Begins – Sanctuary 
 
Saturday – April 15 
4:45 Vigil Ends 
5:00 Crock Pots – Grit/Yanacek’s  
 
Sunday – April 16 
EASTER 
6 AM Worship on Alki 
8-11 Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 
9 & 11 Worship Services - Sanctuary 
 
Monday – April 17 
Easter Monday – Office Closed 
11:00 Estate Planning Seminar – 

F.H. (See info on Page 4)  
7:00 Facilities Ministry – Fish Bowl 
 
Tuesday – April 18 
3:30 LPS Teachers – 4

th
 Flr C.R. 

5:15 Homelessness T.F.-Library 
6:30 Adult Ed Class/Potluck-F.H. 
 
Wednesday – April 19 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
7:00 Finance Ministry – 4

th
 Flr C.R. 

 
Thursday – April 20 
11:30 Mid-Day Fellowship – F.H. 
6:30 Christian Ed Min. – Fish Bowl 
6:30 Council Exec. Com.- Library 
7:30 Choir 
 
Sunday – April 23 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
9-3:00 Recycle Roundup – Parking 

Lot 
10:00 Worship – Ministry Sunday 
 Sunday School in Fell. Hall 
11:30 Worship Ministry – Fish Bowl 
5:00 Confirmation Class – Rm. 407 
 
Monday – April 24 
8:30 Altar Guild 
6:30 Sisters – Ranes home 
 
Tuesday – April 25 
10:00 Caring Ministry – Library 
6:30 Adult Ed Class – F. Hall 
7:00 Council - BRR 
 
Wednesday – April 26 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
7:00 Nominating Com. – BRR 
 

Thursday – April 27 
10:00 Sisters – Lounge 
6:30 Ukelele Bank 
7:30 Choir 

 
 
 

1ST QUARTER 2017 GIVING 
STATEMENTS AVAILABLE 

      First quarter 2017 giving 
statements are available in the 
red folders. We are moving 
from our old system to a new 
system, so you may see two 

different reports. We're recording 
pledge giving in the old system until 
the end of the fiscal year at the end of 
June. Other giving is recorded in the 
new system. If you find this confusing 
or if any of our records are incorrect 
please contact me.    Jeff VanGilder 
 
 
 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
SALE APRIL 30 
      The Green Commit-
tee's annual plant sale will 
be Sunday, April 30, 
from 11:00 to Noon on 
the veranda outside 
Fellowship Hall. Many 
green thumbs have been working for 
weeks to offer a variety of healthy 
plants for the vegetable garden, 
landscape, patio, and living room. 
      If you find you have something to 
contribute, let me know so we can 
plan accordingly. Judy Pickens (206-
938-4203; judy_pickens@msn.com) 
 
 

BUDGET PRIORITIES MEETING 
      Also on April 30, grab 
your plant and grab your 
coffee and come to 
Fellowship Hall to learn 
more and ask questions 

about the budget priorities for the 
coming year. Topics will include a 
proposed commitment to providing co-
share health insurance for staff, a 
recent assessment on major building 
repairs, the realities of Fauntleroy’s 
mortgage, and more.     Sarah Finney 

 
 
 

“FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS" 
      Over the years, as the office 
manager, I have helped many people 
who needed assistance with food, 
electricity, bus passes, etc. I’ve heard 
many heartbreaking stories, but two in 
particular stand out in my mind. 
      The first was a 19 year old man. 
At the time, he was the same age as 
my grandson, so his story really got to 
my heart. He came in and said that he 
had taken a bus up from Oregon. His 
mother had asked him to leave the 
home as he was the oldest and she 
couldn’t support him anymore. He 
seemed very lost and emotional, 
trying hard not to cry. Looking into his 
eyes, I just kept thinking this could be 
my grandson! I called the Orion 
Center, a safe place for youth in the 
University District, gave him bus 
tickets to get out there and also gave 
him a Safeway card for food. When he 
left, I gave him a hug and watched 
him walk to the bus stop. I imme-
diately went into Karyn’s office and 
had a good cry.  
      The second was a middle aged 
man who wanted backpacks for his 
two middle-school aged daughters so 
they “could fit in with the other kids”. 
He also needed hygiene products for 
them.  He said it was hard on his 
daughters having only a dad to talk to 
without a mom in the picture. We were 
in the middle of our school supplies 
and backpack drive, but had no 
backpacks at that particular time. I 
gave him pencils, pens and whatever 
school supplies we had. He was so 
grateful and gracious. I asked him if 
he needed bus tickets, but he said no 
thanks, he had a car. I gave him a big 
hug standing in the middle of the 
entryway and, once again, went into 
Karyn’s office to cry. 
      These are just two examples of 
the many, many people I’ve 
encountered and tried to help over the 
years. The stories are different as well 
as the people, but the need is the 
same and most of these people are so 
grateful for anything we can provide. I 
am always aware of how hard it must 
be to come in and ask for help. I try to 
be mindful of this each time I 
encounter/help someone thinking, but 
for the grace of God go I. 
             Jackie Gould 
 

  

As an open and affirming 
congregation, the members and staff 

of Fauntleroy Church are committed 
to fostering community among 

people of all races, cultures and 
sexual orientations. 



 
 
 

POTLUCK AND SHOWING OF 
THE FILM “13TH”, APRIL 18TH, 
6:30 PM, FELLOWSHIP HALL 
• In the US, there were 357,000 

people incarcerated in 1970; 
today there are over 2 million. 

• Black incarceration rates have 
soared regardless of whether 
crime was going up or down.   

• In Chicago, over half of the black 
male population is an ex-felon or 
currently serving time for a felony 
conviction, usually drug related. 

      It seems we’ve been asleep as the 
criminal justice system filled our 
prisons and parole rolls with millions 
of African Americans. To find out how 
this happened, please come see the 
2016 Academy Award nominated film, 
13

th
. The documentary explores the 

history of racial inequality in the US 
and the motivations, policies, and 
laws that have resulted in the criminal-
ization and disproportionate imprison-
ment of African Americans. Invite your 
older children, bring interested neigh-
bors, and come with a main dish or 
side.  We’ll eat, watch the film 
together, and debrief our reactions 
over dessert provided by the church.  
Sign-ups are not required, but if you 
think of it, write down your potluck 
contribution on the list at the Get 
Involved Table.                  Mary Code 
 

SERIES ON MASS INCARCERA-
TION OF AFRICAN AMERICANS 
(THE NEW JIM CROW): 
CAUSES, IMPACT, AND 
REFORM 
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., April 25

th
, May 

2
nd

, May 9
th

, and May 16
th

 
      Seeing race is not 
the problem. Refusing 
to care for the people 
we see is the problem. 
We should hope not for 
a colorblind society, but 
instead for a world in 

which we can see each other fully, 
learn from each other, and do what 
we can to respond to each other with 
love. --Michelle Alexander 
      In this series, we will use content 
from Michelle Alexander’s book, The 
New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in 
the Age of Colorblindness as a 
jumping off point for our study of mass     
incarceration in the United States and 
exploration of Washington State’s  

 
criminal justice system.  We heartily 
recommend that you read the book, 
but it is not required for 
participation; rather in-class videos 
will serve as the basis for small group 
discussion.  On April 25

th
 and May 2

nd
, 

we will discuss Alexander’s thesis, her 
research on racially biased policies, 
laws, and practices, and her call for a 
large scale, reform movement to end 
mass incarceration.  Next, we’ll 
consider the criminal justice system in 
Washington, including its flaws and 
reform efforts.  On May 9

th
, Detective 

Kim Bogucki and several ex-offenders 
will present the IF Project, a 
collaboration of law enforcement, 
currently and previously incarcerated 
adults, and community partners 
focused on intervention, prevention, 
and reduction of  incarceration and 
recidivism.  And on May 16

th
, 

Chaplain Terri Stewart from the Youth 
Chaplaincy Coalition will share her 
program’s model which involves lay 
people from diverse Christian 
backgrounds walking with young 
people in the Youth Detention Center 
and Echo Glen and offering support to 
those coming out of incarceration.   
      Please join us for this opportunity 
to learn about the issue of mass 
incarceration and ways in which we as 
a society, church, and individuals 
might take action. The cost of the 
discussion series is $10 and includes 
a pizza dinner.  Sign-up at the Get 
Involved Table or call the church 
office.  If you have questions, please 
contact Ev Eldridge at 206-799-3015 
or eje10@comcast.net. 
 
 

 

 
SURVEY TOOL 
      The online Time & Talent survey 
is built using a tool called 
SurveyGizmo. The tool was also used 
to create the 2016 Women’s Retreat 
registration website. The church’s 
subscription to SurveyGizmo, which 
expires in 2018, is managed by Sarah 
Ackers. If you know of a need in the 
church for a survey or registration 
tool, please talk to Sarah about using 
the subscription. She is happy to help! 
 
 
 
DINE OUT MAY 3  
FOR FALL FESTIVAL 
     Mark your calendar 
now to dine out on 
Wednesday, May 3, to benefit the 
Fauntleroy Fall Festival, a free 
community-wide event in October. 
Endolyne Joe's will donate a per-
centage of sales for the entire day, 
from 8 am to 10 pm.  The festival will 
also benefit from an inviting array of 
raffle items, so be sure to bring a 
little cash.            Judy Pickens 
 

WESTSIDE FORUM 
      Westside Neighbors Network is a 
nonprofit corporation started by West 
Seattle neighbors working together to 
create a village on the Westside. The 
goal is to nurture a lively and engaged 
multi-generational community. They 
will hold two forums: Thurs., April 13, 
6:30-8:30 PM, and Sat., April 22, 9:30 
to 11:30 AM, at the West Seattle 
YMCA. More info at:  
www.westsideneighborhsnetwork.org.  

SPRING RECYCLE ROUNDUP APRIL 23 
 

 The spring 2017 Recycle Roundup, sponsored 
by the Green Committee, will be Sunday, April 23,  
9 AM – 3 PM, in the main parking lot. 
 1 Green Planet will have its entire crew here to unload almost anything, 
from that microwave that couldn't take our bleak winter to that tape player that 
hasn't worked right for years. 

 Since 2010, these twice-yearly roundups have returned 170 tons of 
recyclables to the resource stream and "thanks for the service" donations have 
netted nearly $16,000 for our ministries. 

 The list of what not to bring is a short one but the list of things to bring for 
local, responsible disassembly and recycling is quite a long one.  Both lists are on 
posters around the building and at www.fauntleroyucc.org. 

 Spread the word to friends and neighbors in West Seattle and White 
Center about this opportunity to do the right thing on the day after Earth Day.  And 
if you can give an hour during the roundup to greet donors, please call the church 
office to pick a time.                Judy Pickens for the Green Committee 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
 
Fauntleroy Church UCC 
9140 California Avenue SW 
Seattle WA  98136-2556 
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TIME DATED MATERIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
 

 

Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
PEOPLE NEWS 
      Mary Calvin suffered a serious 
health episode while in Argentina for 
her granddaughter’s wedding. She 
was hospitalized there for 18 days. 
She is now back in Seattle, in Swedish 
Hospital, while they assess her future 
needs. No visitors at this time.  
      Kersti Muul had surgery recently 
but is home recuperating now and 
anxious to get back to her regular 
routine. 
 

AFTER THE GROUP HUG 
PHOTO 
      The Centennial Celebration 
begins with a welcoming speech by 
Kristy Grainger, President of the 
Fauntleroy Community Association, 
then the raising of the flag on the new 
flagpole, donated by the Gamrath 
Family. Live music draws us inside to 
the Evergreen Room (former lunch-
room). Alum, Jane Hastings, will 
introduce two special speakers, alum 
Robert Skotheim, son of Severt 
Skotheim, a former Principal and 
Fauntleroy Y Director, and then, 
appropriately, a grace of the early 
forties, Jim Whittaker. A mixture of 
facts, fiction and fun, school history 
and student stories.  
      Light snacks “school bites” will be 
available along with games for 

children. Touring the building, reminis-
cing over class photos and memora-
bilia and reconnecting with friends, will 
carry us to the closing at 3:30 PM. 
      Mark the date May 21

st
. Join the 

fun! Continuing with school history in 
the next Congregator.  
        Bonnie Beerman 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
      If you are an usher, greeter, 
welcome table or get involved table 
attendant, please mark your 
calendars for training on May 13

th
, 9-

11 AM. The two-part training will begin 
with instruction on how to welcome 
and engage with the congregation and 
each other on Sunday mornings. We 
will then break into small groups for 
training on our role’s specific respon-
sibilities. This is an important train-
ing for Sunday morning volunteers. 
Please make it a priority to attend.  
                    Sarah Ackers  
 

CONGRATULATIONS, GIRLS! 
      In case you missed it on the WS 
Blog, Michelle and Vivian Gaither are 
in the news with a winning girls’ 
basketball team: 
      The High Point Community Center 
Girls Rec 12U team won the Seattle 
Parks and Rec Championship for 
2017. Many of these girls have been 
playing together since 2nd grade. 
They went undefeated in the regular 
season, with one loss in pre-season. 

Tonight they won an intense game 
against Laurelhurst Community 
Center. 
      Congrats to Coach Gaither and 
Coach Dabbs for leading these young 
ladies to an extra-special season. The 
parents are so grateful to these 
volunteer coaches. 
 
GROUNDS ARE LOOKING 
GOOD!  
      Sarah Finney came into the office 
the other day saying that the grounds 
are looking good and to thank our 
custodian, Billy McElroy. Along with 
Billy, we have a group of folks who 
work on the grounds twice a month for 
about 3 hours each time. They are led 
by Jenny Mandt and include: Nancy 
Barker, Carolyn Tucker, Bud 
Schwinger, Nancy Beckett, Mark 
Olson, Marilynn Bernahl and Kathy 
Thornton. So, thanks to you all!  
 

DON’T MISS OUT! 
      It's time again for the Bill and 
Peggy Hunt Playwright Festival at the 
Burien Actors Theatre, and I've been 
cast as Zeus in a one-act comedy, 
"They Walk Among Us." We share the 
bill with a full-length play called 
"Escorting Tom." Performances are 
over two weekends: 4/14 & 4/21 at 
7:30, 4/15 & 4/22 at 7:30, and 4/16 & 
4/23 at 2:00. Tickets are available at 
the BAT website.  Kevin Finney 
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