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A NOTE FROM PASTOR LEAH’S DESK (OR ON IT, REALLY!) 
 
 In my position as your pastor, I engage with our Pacific Northwest 
Conference of United Church of Christ churches and our national U.C.C. 
church body on a very regular basis. From these wider church bodies, we 
receive tremendous support and resources for which I am very, very 
thankful. In return, we support these wider manifestations of our church body 
and their wonderful work with a portion of our budget and special offerings 
held throughout the year.   
 The visibility of our conference of UCC churches is something I’d like 
to improve at Fauntleroy Church, so in one effort to do that, allow me to 
share this recent letter from our conference minister and other conference 
leadership. I’ll include some short comments from me in italics: 
To the members and friends of Fauntleroy UCC: 
 Greetings to you as we celebrate God’s great resurrection work 
among us! We write to thank you for your committed and generous support 
of the Pacific Northwest Conference UCC over the past year. Here are some 
of the things your OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) gifts have done: 

• Hired Rev. Courtney Strange-Tregear as our new Minister for Church 
Vitality. She has already begun coaching ministers and churches to 
undertake more vital ministry in their communities. (She attended 

worship here last Fall, met with me, and I’ve attended several events 

at which she has shared helpful insights!) 

• Supported Communities of Practice for the development, support 
and accountability of our clergy (I participate in one, and it is life-

giving!) 

• Provided financial support to the Faith Action Network and the Young 
Adult Service Community to bolster faith-based justice work (both of 

which have been tremendous resources of information and invitation 

to us) 

• Sent the Rev. Mike Denton, our Conference Minister, to represent us 
alongside other faith leaders to oppose hate crimes and xenophobia.  

We are grateful to you! You have played a vital role in making it all happen! 
 Each day seems to pose new challenges to the values we believe 
in. Never in our lifetime has this passionate, progressive Christian family of 
ours been more important. There are people in our neighborhoods looking 
for the kind of spiritual confidence and moral integrity that we embody as 
people of a still-speaking God. We must continue to find creative ways to 
engage people outside our church walls and to provide the support, the 
resources and the joint witness that will enable all of us to walk in the foot-
steps of the living Christ with enthusiasm and love. 
 If you have any feedback or ideas to send our way, please do so. We 
are here for you. 
 Yours in resurrection hope, Rev. Peter Ilgenfritz, Moderator; Rev. 
Mike Denton, Conference Minister; and Ann Lev, Conference Stewardship 
Chair 

 

 

   
WORSHIP/CHURCH 

SCHOOL 

10:00 AM 
 

May 21, 2017 
“True Love” 

John 14:15-21 
Guest Preacher 

Rev. Kendall Baker 
 

Following Worship 
11:30-3:30  

Fauntleroy Grade School 100th 
Anniversary Celebration 

At 11:30 go across the street for 
the group hug! 

 
 

May 28, 2017 
 

 
 

Memorial Day Weekend 
Leah Bilinski Preaching 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUALLY SPEAKING 
Annual Reports are due NOW. 
They need to be assembled and 

back to you by May 28. 
 

The Annual Meeting is June 4, 
immediately following worship. 
We’ll start with lunch, then go 

straight into the business part of 
the meeting.  

Please try to be here! 



 
 

 

Friday – May 19 
7:30 Sweet, Sweet Music – F. H. 
 
Saturday – May 20-Sunday, May 21 
All Church Family Camp at Camp  
Colman 
 
Sunday – May 21 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Lounge 
10:00 Worship – Kendall Baker 

Preaching 
11:30 Fauntleroy Grade School 

100
th
 Anniversary Celebration 

5-7:00 Confirmation Class – Rm 407 
 
Monday – May 22 
8:30 Altar Guild 
6:30 Sisters – Beerman home 
 
Tuesday – May 23 
10:00 Caring Ministry – Library 
7:00 Council - BRR 
 
Wednesday – May 24 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
 
Thursday – May 25 
10:00 Sisters – Lounge 
6:30 Ukulele Practice 
7:30 Choir Practice 
 
Saturday – May 27 
5:00 Crock Pots – Reeves home 
 
Sunday – May 28 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship  
 
Monday – May 29 
Memorial Day 
No LPS Classes and Office Closed 
 
Tuesday – May 30 
Congregator Mailed Out 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Wednesday – May 31 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
4:00 Bike Group arrives 
 
Thursday – June 1 
7:30 Choir 
 

 
 

NEW MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
SERIES HAS BEGUN 

      A new series has 
begun for the Adult 
Bible Study group, 
which meets in the 
library at 9 AM on 
Sunday mornings. Mark 
Olson, who has led the 

group through the Hebrew Scriptures, 
will complete the arc through the Bible 
with a focus on the Gospels. The 
series covers topics, such as the 
Messiah, Resurrection, Forgiveness, 
Self-giving Love, the Word, and the 
Early Christian Church. The newly 
produced DVD format goes at an 
enjoyable pace and will signifycantly 
inform your knowledge of the 
Gospels. Hope you can attend! (Child-
care provided upon request.)  
 

5/21 Mark on the Crucifixion and  
 Resurrection 
5/28 The Dynamics Forgiveness in  
 Matthew 
6/4 Luke on World Upside Down 
6/11 John on the Word Made Flesh 
6/18 Self-Giving Love According to  
 John 
6/25 The Early Church in Acts 
 
 

SAVE THESE DATES! 
      June will be a 
full  and fabulous 
month of Sunday 
celebrations as we 
come to the end of 
the regular Christian 
Education Program 
year. Be sure to mark these dates on 
your calendars now: 
• June 4

th
 is Confirmation 

Sunday and Pentecost.   
The whole worship will joyfully 
celebrate our nine confirmands, 
who have spent many months 
gathering together to find words to 
describe what God’s love means 
to them at this point on their faith 
journey. Your prayers and support 
have been an important part of 
that faith process, too. Let’s 
worship and celebrate the way the 
Spirit has surrounded these young 
people and our whole church 
during this important time of life.  

• June 4
th

 is also our Annual 
Meeting, so our newest members 
will be able to offer their youthful 

voices and votes for the first time, 
shaping the life of this church 
going forward. 
June 11

th
 Music Sunday.   

Our extraordinary choir creates 
worship from this year’s anthems 
of joy. Come to this 
intergenerational worship to feel 
some good vibrations and to hear 
the Word of God in music that fills 
the rafters.  

• June 18
th

 Graduation 
Recognitions 
Know someone graduating? 
Please email the church office or 
Karyn Frazier to add a name to 
our list of graduating high school 
seniors or young (and not-so-
young) adults finishing advanced 
degrees. At the June 18th 
worship, we will take a moment to 
congratulate all, and especially to 
hold our 2017 high school 
graduates in prayer. 

• June 25
th

 Bible Presentations! 
Each year we present bibles to 
our 3

rd
 graders. We give each the 

Common English Bible because it 
is more accessible and includes 
great supports, such as 
highlighted memory verses, 
historical and cultural call-outs, 
and open-ended questions. These 
help kids connect the scripture 
stories to their own experiences.  
Also, do you have an older child 
who’s never received a bible from 
church? We’d love to present 
them with one. Call or email the 
church office or let Karyn know. 

• June 25
th

 Teacher Recognition! 
Help us celebrate and thank our 
2016-2017 Sunday School 
Leaders. We want to offer wild 
applause to those who gave their 
time and loving hearts to leading 
our kids this Sunday School 
program year. NOTE: Our simpler 
summer program begins July 2. 

              Karyn 
 

GRADUATES 
      If you know of  
someone who will be 
graduating from high 
school, college, junior 
college, a technical 
school, on-line, 
wherever, just let me know so we can 
publicly celebrate them! They deserve 
it.                      Jackie 
  

As an open and affirming 
congregation, the members and staff 

of Fauntleroy Church are committed 
to fostering community among 

people of all races, cultures and 

sexual orientations. 



 
 
 

COUNCIL – April 25, 2017 
      At the request 
of the Marketing 
Committee, 
Council made a 
motion to 
dissolve the 

Marketing Committee at this time. 
Phase II of the marketing plan is 
done: the church’s website has been 
redesigned, the church calendar is on 
the website, sermons are available via 
iTunes and various individuals have 
taken ongoing responsibility for 
updating specific areas. Staff will be 
pro-active about marketing moving 
forward.  
      Regarding Facilities, Council 
made a motion, with an expenditure 
cap, to move forward with repairs to 
the flat roof above the Pilates room 
used by the Y and painting the 
building. 
      Council made a motion to support 
the creation of a group to investigate 
ways to participate in the Sanctuary 
Movement and report back to Council. 
           Kathleen Steele, Clerk  
 
 
 
 
GIVEBIG DONATIONS 
      On May 3, 
Jeff VanGilder 
made the GiveBig 
donations on 
behalf of the 
Service & 
Outreach Ministry. 
He also 
processed the 
remainder of their 2016-17 budget 
donations for the Church Council of 
Greater Seattle, Oikocredit and 
mental health (NAMI). The leftover 
funds from the Emergent Needs lines 
were given to the NW Immigrant 
Rights Project as part of the GiveBig 
because of the matching opportunity.  
      GiveBIG is part of the Seattle 
Foundation’s giving strategy to invest 
in the future of Greater Seattle by 
matching gifts given on-line by non-
profit organizations on one day each 
year. This year the day was May 4. 
      This year’s “full” matches were: 
• NW Immigrant Rights Project 

• Compass Housing Alliance 

• Real Change 

• West Seattle Helpline 

• WestSide Baby. 

      A very special thank you to Jeff, 

Pat Gedney and Terry Gaddis for 

their guidance and help in making this 

go so smoothly. 

      Juliet Jones, Chair, Service & 

Outreach Ministry  

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
      The date for 
the 2017 
CROPWalk has 
been set. It will be 
on Sunday, 
October 1. This 

will be Seattle’s 20
th
 CROPWalk! 

More information will be forthcoming, 
but just wanted you to get this on your 
calendar.                Jackie 
.  

SWEET SWEET MUSIC. FUNDRAISING CAN BE SUCH A PLEASURE! 
 
 Sweet Sweet Music - our quarterly concert  
events for the Fauntleroy community - sweetened with  
desserts, coffee and on some occasions, a glass of 
 wine - returned last November after a hiatus of a  
couple of years.  
 To kick the series off again, Sarah Ackers, Betsy Boyer and I resumed 
our Trillium Soul partnership and brought an evening of wine and music to 
Fellowship Hall. Support for the event was terrific and we raised close to one 
thousand dollars for the church's mission. 
 In February we featured another all-church Talent Show, featuring a 
diverse range of performers from age 4 to seniors. Again, we had a well-attended 
event and made about another $900.  Thank you to everybody that has supported 
Sweet Sweet Music so far.  Fundraising can be a real pleasure when music, 
camaraderie and delicious food are all part of the equation.  
 And now, on to the coming line-up. We have three more events 
scheduled for 2017, two of them musical, and one of them featuring the spoken 
word. 
 Coming up on May 19 is "Songwriters of the 1970s," an evening of music 
featuring the songwriters Paul Simon, Carole King, Billy Joel, Joni Mitchell and 
Elton John.  While all these songwriters are still alive and still writing, our focus is 
music written during the 1970s. This will be a nostalgic trip for many of us, 
bringing back memories of our youth and the tunes that we listened to SO many 
times on the radio that we STILL remember the words, forty years later! 
Admission $10 adults, kids are free. 
 On Friday, July 28, we will try something new -- a program called "Wine 
and the Spoken Word". This idea was born out of a request from Dorothy Talbert 
to tell a story during the music talent show.  It made me think that perhaps there 
are many stories to be told, and poems to recite, and drama passages to perform, 
and we even have a few writers in our midst that might like to share excerpts from 
their books!  So save the date for "Wine and the Spoken Word." And if you'd like 
to participate, please contact either myself, or Conrad Wesselhoeft or Kevin 
Finney to start a discussion about being in the show. We will serve some light 
wines for a summer's evening.  SAVE THE DATE! Admission $10 adults, kids are 
free. 
 And, finally, our very own Fauntleroy Women's Ensemble will perform a 
sanctuary concert on Friday evening, October 20 at 7:30 pm.  We are anticipating 
colored lights, plenty of bling, and evening gowns for a glamorous presentation of 
women's ensemble music featuring guest musicians, with both sacred and 
secular repertoire. The concert will also feature some music which I composed 
especially for the ensemble.  SAVE THE DATE and invite your friends. Admission 
is $15 for this concert.  Kids may attend free. 
 We humbly request, and are counting on, your continued support for 
these shows.  Producing a Sweet Sweet Music concert requires many hours of 
volunteer rehearsals.  Your presence makes our shows and all the associated 
demands and hard work of planning, rehearsing and performing worthwhile.  
We hope to see you at our May 19 edition of Sweet, Sweet Music. 
     Bronwyn Edwards, Music Director 
 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
 
Fauntleroy Church UCC 
9140 California Avenue SW 
Seattle WA  98136-2556 
May 15, 2017 
 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
 

 

Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

PEOPLE NEWS 
      UCC Minister, Lon Rycraft, 
passed away on 4/30. Lon was a really 
wonderful person, who had just retired 
frorm Normandy Park UCC and 
returned to his roots in Corvallis, 
Oregon. He is survived by his wife, 
Christine, and daughter, Megan. A 
memorial service was held on May 13 
in Corvallis. 
      Our sympathies to Andy & 
Gretchen Rubesch in the loss of 
Andy’s Stepfather.  
      Please keep these families in your 
thoughts and prayers.  
 
 

A NOTE OF THANKS! 
      It was really great talking to former 
member, Florence McGraw, last 
week. She called to thank the church 
for the beautiful Begonia she and her 
husband, George, received at Easter. 
They eat in a small room with 12 other 
people and the plant is on the table in 
that space for all to enjoy. Florence is 
95 and she sounded strong. A fall has 
slowed her down a bit but she says 
she feels “blessed in so many ways”.  
She and George live in Judson Park. 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANT SALE ADDS GREEN 
      The April 30 plant sale hosted by 
the Green Committee added green to 
many gardens and to the church bank 
account, with sales totaling $384.50. 
Thanks to all the customers and 
especially to all who donated plants. 
   Judy Pickens 
 

WORKSHOP ON SUPPORTING 
LOCAL IMMIGRANTS AND 
REFUGEES 
Saturday, June 3, 10 AM – 1 PM 
Westside Unitarian Universalist Cong.  
7141 California Ave SW 
Free registration at 
brownpapertickets.com/event/2939564 
Please register for an accurate count. 
      Many in our Great Seattle 
community want to take action to help 
local immigrants and refugees; this 
workshop is designed to provide 
specifics on how to help. Presenta-
tions will be provided by: ACLU, Casa 
Latina, Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR), Southwest Youth & 
Family Services and OneAmerica.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
      Lauren Frishholz graduated with 
a BS in Nursing from Gonzaga 
University May 14. And, she was 
chosen by her peers to speak at the 
graduation ceremony on behalf of their 
class. Way to go, Lauren!  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SCHEDULE STARTS JULY 2ND!  
      We need everyone’s help to staff 
our simpler summer Sunday School 
program. If you can’t make the bigger 
commitment to teach during the year, 
please consider teaching or assisting 
our elementary kids this summer. 
Good things to know… 
� We need adults to teach 1, 2 or 

even 3 summer Sundays. All kids, 
materials, and tons of support are 
provided.  

� Youth can be helpers and possibly 
teachers, too! Check with Karyn, 
and she’ll show you how the 
curriculum works. 

� This year we’ll offer 2 multi-age 
classes for children PreK -5

th
 

grades.   
� There will be nursery care, of 

course.   
� Youth enjoy worship over the 

summer AND can sign up to be 
worship readers, ushers, 
musicians and greeters to add 
their gifts to the summer Sunday 
worship services. (You do need to 
plan ahead for these opportunities. 
Email Sarah Ackers or Pastor 
Leah and they will direct you to 
someone who can get you 
scheduled, oriented, and then 
cheer you on.) 

      It’s really a joy to be with the kids 
over the summer. SO, when can you 
teach?  Contact Karyn! 
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