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WILD AND WONDER-FILLED! 
 Could Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday have been any wilder and 
more wonder-filled? Could worship have been any more filled with the love of 
this community? Could we have been more swept up in the Spirit? I doubt it. 
Thanks to all who brought their wonder, love and spirit and wrapped it around 
our nine young confirmands— Sarah Bjornson, Ella Friis-Alfers, Sabrina 
Burgess-Garrett, Teagan Gaither, Maddie Caldwell, Morgan Holsberry, 
Nora Cate, Aislin Pinckney, and Josie Czeskleba--like a holy embrace. 
 Thank you to Kristen Almgren and Josh Miller for leading our children 
of all ages in a Pentecost processional with flames of red and gold ribbons. And 
thanks to the children in that processional who always bring a spirit of celebra-
tion and joy when they enter a room.  
 Thank you to Marilyn Whittendale for adding a special confirmation 
cake to our Annual Meeting lunch and to Ben Ackers for capturing the smiles of 
our youth with his camera. Thanks to Rosina & Ava Geary and Olivia 
Lundstrom for stepping into the nursery so Carol could be part of her 
granddaughter’s confirmation blessing.  
 Thank you to Bron and the choir for a baptism “altar call” and an 
anthem that soared over our Pentecost communion and refreshed our spirits. 
Thanks to Maria and Bryce Groen for making sure the sanctuary decorations 
included a little of the past with the present—a visual message of the on-going, 
flowing love in this place that becomes the responsibility of each new generation.  
 Thanks to the families of our confirmands, who gave their youth the 
space and encouragement to go on this faith journey together, to ask their own 
questions, to find their own words about what they believe about the Source of 
the love in this place and every place in their lives. Thanks for the way those 
parents provided delicious comfort food, while we studied, prayed, played and 
sat with questions that didn’t always have easy answers. 
 Very special thanks to our mentors: Laura Grit, Marilyn Whittendale, 
Betsy Boyer, Janey McBride, Lisa Corbin, Kari Holsberry, Julie Huff, Cherie 
Clymer, and LeeAnne Beres, who walked with our confirmation youth this 
whole season. They said “Yes!” to going on a Confirmation adventure as both 
servants of this church and growing disciples in their own right, accepting the 
challenge of guiding a young person on his/her journey to understand more 
about being Christian. They weren’t coming with easy answers either; rather, 
they were just willing to share their faith, to befriend another searcher, to be a 
very real person in that relationship, and to actively listen as another shared 
doubts and beliefs. They were soul friends and companions. What a precious gift 
to give to a young person: time, good conversation over a shared meal or cup of 
coffee, prayer, and such attentive listening! --The kind of mutual love that 
changes everything for everyone. 
 And, then, of course, thanks to our Confirmands, who brought Pastor 
Leah and me along on their journey, as well. They asked about our faith as they 
tried to find words for theirs: Had we ever lost our faith? If God was so loving, 
why hell? And, how was it possible for God to love all when we know what 
horrible things some have done? What does it mean to be saved? From what? 
Why church? Why this church? 
 Thanks to our Confirmands who boldly and creatively put their words 
and their remaining questions right at the heart of our worship, as they stood to 
become members, knelt to be baptized, affirmed their love of God and their love 
of you, and took in your love for them in return! Could Confirmation Sunday have 

been any more wonder-filled? Any 
more filled with love?  More swept up 
in the Spirit? I doubt it. Thanks to all 
who embraced our youth with the 
Spirit Love of Pentecost. And, thanks 
to our confirmands who led the whole 
church to this holy intersection where 
we could praise God together before 
following that Spirit Love out into the 
world again.                Karyn Frazier 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP/CHURCH 
SCHOOL 

10:00 AM 
 
 

June 18, 2017 

 
 

Graduates Recognition Sunday 
“A Hallmark Tale” 

Genesis 18:1-15 and 21:1-7 
Summer Sunday School  

Program Begins 
Leah Bilinski Preaching 

 
 

June 25, 2017 
Teacher Recognition Sunday 
3rd Graders will receive Bibles 

“The Handmaid’s Tale”  
Genesis 16 and 21:8-21 
Leah Bilinski Preaching 
Special “Strengthen the  

Church” Offering 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Saturday – June 17 
5:00 Crock Pots – Ackers home 
 
Sunday – June 18 

 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Recognition Sunday – 

Recognizing our Graduates 
 Summer Program Begins 
11:30 Oaxaca Meeting - Library 
 
Monday – June 19 
Last day LPS 3-5’s 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – June 20 
Last day LPS M-T-W 2’s 
6:30 Executive Com. - Library 
5:30 LPS Family Picnic – Lincoln  
 
Wednesday – June 21 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
11:30 All-Staff Lunch – Joe’s  
1-2:30 Church/Y Com. - Library 
 
Thursday – June 22 
Last day LPS T-F 2’s 
10:00 Sisters – Gaskill-Gaddis 

home 
 
Sunday – June 25 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship - Teacher 

Recognition/Bibles to 3rd 
Graders  

 
Monday – June 26 
Congregator Mailed Out 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – June 27 
10:00 Caring Ministry – Library 
7:00 Council - BRR 
 
Friday – June 30 
5:30 Wedding Open House – F. 

Hall, Sanctuary and Narthex 
 

 
 

2017 FAUNTLEROY UCC 
FAMILY CAMP 
      Family Camp is a 
cherished tradition in 
the Clymer family, 
trumping any conflicting obligations, 
even math contests!  
      We've come as a whole family, 
part of a family, and an augmented 
family (both by blood and by choice), 
and each time has been terrific. The 
best part is watching the kids grow 
into themselves year to year, and the 
way they all look out for one another 
even if they're not particularly close. 
It's also great for kids - and some 
adults - to have an easy, inviting way 
to sample the outdoors, whether it's a 
bat sighting or phosphorescent 
plankton, all while sleeping and being 
fed indoors. 
      The structure of Family Camp is 
fairly static; most families arrive in 
time for lunch on Saturday and leave 
around 24 hours later, although there 
are many who arrive late, leave early, 
or just do it as a day trip. There are 
several activity blocks over the course 
of the weekend, including sessions at 
all the camp's attractions (boating, 
climbing wall, etc.) as well as 
Fauntleroy-specific events such as the 
Family Farm Game and Sunday 
service. It's all drop-in-drop-out with 
more choices than you'll be able to 
take advantage of. 
      If your family hasn't tried Camp 
yet, I highly recommend it! You're not 
required to do a skit, night hike, or 
polar bear plunge, but you're always 
invited to join in!             Tom Clymer 
 
SUMMER CAMP  
      Don’t forget to sign up for summer 
camp! To register, visit www.pilgrim-
firs.org/calendar.  
 
 
 
 

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH” 
OFFERING – LOOK FOR IT 
SUNDAY, JUNE 25 

      Every once in a while, 
you’ll find what we call 
“special offering” enve-
lopes in the pews. In 

addition to regular financial support 
Fauntleroy Church sends on to our 
wider United Church of Christ at the 
conference and national level, four 

times a year, we also help promote 
these UCC “special offerings:” 
“Neighbors in Need” (October), “the 
Christmas Fund” (Christmas Eve), 
“One Great Hour of Sharing” (March) 
and now, by motion of the Finance 
Ministry and Council: a “Strengthen 
the Church” UCC offering to be 
collected in June.    
     I’m so glad to see Fauntleroy 
Church become what’s known as a “5 
for 5 congregation” – meaning that we 
support our UCC denomination in five 
ways: through four special offerings, 
plus our regular “Our Church’s Wider 
Mission” (OCWM) giving. I’m glad 
because I like recognizing and living 
into the covenantal relationship we 
share with our wider church.  In 
addition to providing local churches 
like Fauntleroy with countless 
resources throughout the year, our 
conference and national church 
bodies are engaged in peace and 
justice work that matters in our 
country and world as we seek to be 
the body of Christ in the world today.  
Into this work, we are invited, and 
from one another, we learn much 
along the way. I couldn’t be the kind of 
pastor I seek to be without our 
conference and national church 
bodies. 
      So, what is the “Strengthen the 
Church” offering exactly? Here’s how 
the offering is put to good work in 
strengthening the Church at all levels: 
50% of all “Strengthen the Church” 
contributions go to support National 
UCC ministry efforts related to sup-
porting church growth, pastoral and 
lay leadership development and youth 
ministries. The remaining 50% is kept 
within the Pacific Northwest Confer-
ence. Of this 50%, half is allocated to 
the Church Development Designated 
Fund for church development and 
renewal grants. The other half is 
allocated to project grants to help 
strengthen local churches.  Project 
grants range from $200-2,000 and 
can be applied for by UCC churches 
seeking to empower a specific project, 
program or event we feel would 
“strengthen the church.”  
      As we approach each special 
offering during the year, look for 
information in your newsletter and/or 
bulletin, explaining the good work 
we’re invited to support. You can also 
find out more about special offerings 
of the UCC via our denomination’s 
website: www.ucc.org.               Leah 

As an open and affirming 
congregation, the members and 

staff of Fauntleroy Church are 
committed to fostering community 

among people of all races, cultures 
and sexual orientations. 



 
 
 

NOTE ABOUT THE TIME 
& TALENT SURVEY 
      As the Volunteer and 
Engagement Coordinator 
for the church, it is my job and 
pleasure to match the volunteer needs 
of the church with the talents, skills, 
and interests of the congregation. 
Your completed Time and Talent 
Surveys give me the perfect starting 
place for making matches all year 
long. The survey lists more than 100 
ways that the people of Fauntleroy 
Church are involved in our church’s 
mission, work, and play. By checking 
boxes on the survey, you help me to 
know the ways you want to be 
involved in the life of the church. The 
survey does not commit you to 
anything, it simply indicates your 
willingness to be asked. 
      Forty-seven surveys have been 
submitted this year—about half of the 
number submitted last year. Survey 
responses do not roll over from year 
to year, so please be sure to complete 
this year’s survey. Who knows, there 
may be something new that catches 
your eye this time around! You can 
pick up a survey from the Get 
Involved Table on Sunday or com-
plete the survey online in less than 5 
minutes. Enter the following URL into 
your browser to complete it today! 
http://tinyurl.com/fauntleroy2017  
      Not sure how best to get involved? 
Schedule a meeting with me to learn 
about opportunities that match your 
availability and interests.  
      Thank you! Sarah Ackers, 
Volunteer & Engagement Coordinator 
Sarah.Ackers@fauntleroyucc.org 
 
 
 
 

WEDDINGS AT FAUNTLEROY 
      In June, the 
Wedding Ministry is 
coordinating the last two 
weddings of this fiscal 
year. We are also 
closing the month of 
June with two significant wedding 
promotions to help jump start our next 
year of weddings at Fauntleroy 
Church.  
      First, we will participate in the 
Pride Parade on June 25. We’ll 
spread awareness of our open and  
affirming stance and our commitment 

to serving all couples, regardless of  
sexual orientation. We'll carry signs 
promoting our weddings and hand out 
flyers promoting our very first Wed-
ding Open House.  
      Speaking of the Wedding Open 
House – It will be on Friday, June 30, 
5:30-7:30p. The Sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall will be dressed to 
impress! Seattle area Wedding 
Planners have been invited. The 
Sanctuary will be stunning! Fellowship 
Hall will sparkle! We will showcase all 
we have to offer to brides and 
grooms. Come! Bring your newly 
engaged family and friends, and 
anyone else who might want to take a 
tour just for fun.         
      Lastly, do you know anyone 
who’s getting married?  
      Do you have a co-worker, grand-
child, neighbor, or friend-of-a-friend 
who recently got engaged or might be 
thinking in that direction? Wouldn't it 
be a lovely blessing for them to be 
married here, in our gorgeous 
sanctuary?   
      If you're willing to help share the 
joyful idea of a wedding at Fauntleroy 
Church, consider picking up and  
sharing a promotional wedding card 
from our Get Involved table.  
      Thank you! Rosina Geary, 
Wedding Coordinator 

 
 

WORKED ITSELF OUT OF A 
JOB! 
      The Marketing and 
Public Relations 
Committee was formed 
in March of 2014 and 
was officially made a committee of the 
church Council in November of 2014. 
With a vibrant new website launched 
in October 2016, an increased 
presence in social media, continued 
event and special worship service 
promotion in the community, and an 
online church calendar in place, the 
committee has worked itself out of a 
job.  
      The committee was dissolved by 
the Council on April 25, 2017. Please 
take a moment to thank the current 
and past members of the committee 
for a job well done: Hilary Reeves, 
Chair, Judy Pickens, Cindy Lavoie, 
Bruce Gryniewski, Irene Stewart, 
and Sarah Smith. Going forward, 
Judy Pickens will continue to own 
promotions for church events, Irene 
Stewart will keep our external 
Facebook page up to date, Yessika 
Yoncee will maintain the website 
functionality, and Hilary Reeves will 
work to update website content.  
           Sarah 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS JULY 2! 
 
We need everyone’s help to staff our summer Sunday School  
program. If you can’t make the bigger commitment to teach  
during the year, please consider teaching or assisting our  
elementary kids this summer.  
 
This summer we’ll offer two multi-age classes for children 
currently in PreK –K and 1

st
-2

nd
 grades. We’ll have 3-5th grades in each 

room to be learners and leaders. Youth enjoy worship over the summer AND 
can sign up to be worship readers, ushers, musicians and greeters to add their 
gifts to the Sunday worship services. (You do need to plan ahead for these 
opportunities. Email Sarah Ackers or Pastor Leah and they will direct you to 
someone who can get you scheduled, oriented, and then cheer you on.) 
 
BUT MOSTLY, we need adults or youth to teach or assist for 1, 2 or even 3 
summer Sundays. All kids, materials, and tons of support are provided. This 
year our summer curriculum is called "Branching Out." It's 8 Sunday lessons 
focused on the theme of "Connecting thru Christ": with each other, in sacred 
spaces, with traditions of the church, and with God's love. It's actually the same 
theme being used in our Conference camps this year. Each class includes a bible 
story, an opening activity, a study activity to help kids engage scripture in a 
creative way, theme snack options, and closing. Volunteering means reading 
through the rich resources provided, spending about 1 & 1/2 hrs. planning and 
gathering resources from church during the week, and then you're good to go.  
 
It’s really a joy to be with the kids over the summer. SO, when can you teach?  
Sign up at the Get Involved Table this Sunday or contact Karyn! 
 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
 
Fauntleroy Church UCC 
9140 California Avenue SW 
Seattle WA  98136-2556 
June 12, 2017 
 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
 

 

Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

PEOPLE NEWS 
      Friend of the church, Alix Pye, 
died on April 9. She was 94 years old 
and had been living at Mt. St. Vincent 
for several years. 
 
A NOTE OF THANKS 
      Thanks to Karen Stone for 
donating the striped curtains now 
hanging in the 4

th
 floor bathroom 

window. What an improvement over 
the sheet that was there before!  
                  Sarah 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE 
GRADUATES! 

Kyler Gaither will graduate from Chief 
Sealth International High School on 
June 21. He will attend Monterey 
Peninsula College in the fall…for 
education and to play football! 
 

Patrick Finney will graduate from 
Santa Clara College on June 17. He 
majored in philosophy and has a great 
job awaiting him in San Francisco, 
starting in July. 
 

Madison Larsen, granddaughter of 
Chuck Larsen & Ruthi Jensen 
Larsen, will graduate from West  
Seattle High School and will attend 
San Luis Obispo Poly Tech in the fall. 
 

Cara Viloudaki graduated from 
Washington State University. 
 
Emily Viloudaki graduated from 
Worcester Polytech Institute and will 
be working for GE as a bio-medical 
engineer. Both Cara and Emily are the 
daughters of Bob & Vickie Viloudaki, 
and granddaughters of Tena Hendrie. 
 
Kate Veenhuizen, daughter of Todd 
& Donna Veenhuizen, granddaughter 
of Pat Gedney, will graduate from 
West Seattle High School with honors. 
She will be attending Seattle Pacific 
University to study nursing and play 
soccer. 
 
Lauren Fox, daughter of Bill & Peggy 
Fox, granddaughter of Marie Sever,  
graduated from the UW with a 
Master’s Degree in Computer 
Linguistics. 
 

DON’T FORGET! 
June 18

th
 Graduation Recognitions 

      Know someone graduating? 
There’s still time to email the church 
office to add a name to our list of 
graduating high school seniors or 
young (and not-so-young) adults 
finishing advanced degrees. At the 
June 18th worship, we will take a 
moment to congratulate all, and 
especially our 2017 high school 
graduates: Kyler Gaither, Lucas 
Lavoie, and Michelle Steele. 

June 25
th

 Bible Presentations and 
Teacher Recognition! 
      Each year we present bibles to our 
3

rd
 graders. We give each the Com-

mon English Bible because it is more 
accessible and includes great 
supports, such as highlighted memory 
verses and historical and cultural call-
outs. These help kids connect the 
scripture stories to their own 
experiences. If you’d like your child to 
receive a bible, let me know.  
      AND after we hand out bibles to 
our kids, we’ll celebrate and thank our 
2016-2017Sunday School Leaders 
who helped our children engage 
scripture in creative ways and brought 
the love of learning about God to our 
kids all year long!           Karyn  

 
 
CHURCH GROUNDS WATERING 
HELP NEEDED 
      The Grounds Crew is making great 
strides getting around the building to 
plant, prune and weed but we need a 
few more people who can help us 
keep the grounds watered. This would 
require committing to 4 times during 
the summer and fall, sometime mid-
week. You can choose morning or 
evening to water and it takes a couple 
of hours. If you could help, please 
contact Jenny Mandt at 206-915-
0585, or jsmandt48@comcast.net,  
or call the church and let Jackie know. 
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