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A NOTE FROM PASTOR LEAH 
 Every other year, members of the United Church of Christ denomination 
from all across the United States come together to live our wider church witness 
together. The event is called “General Synod,” and this year, I am extremely 
appreciative to Fauntleroy Church for the opportunity to attend this important 
national gathering, taking place June 29-July 4. I last attended General Synod in 
2011, and it was an incredible time of learning and remembering that who we 
are as “Church” extends far beyond the confines of any four walls on a Sunday 
morning.   
 From business sessions to worship services, workshops to observing 
committees discuss, pray and deliberate over how to proceed in recommenda-
tions to General Synod delegates, from learning of resources to better our 
church to making connections that will strengthen me as a minister for our 
church, from peaceful protests to social gatherings and so much more, General 
Synod is a great place to be awed and inspired by the body of Christ at work in 
the world.   
 I love witnessing up-close the way our UCC denomination seeks to put 
faith into action, boldly asking the hard questions that require hard looks at 
whether our daily walks of life, the decisions we make, the ways we interact with 
our world in small and large ways – are answering the biblical mandate, “And 
what does the LORD require of you? But to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God”. (Micah 6:8) In a world where Christianity has for 
many morphed into a religion of insular, self-aggrandizing beliefs, I am proud to 
be a part of a denomination so thoroughly committed to the broader picture of 
community shown us in Jesus Christ’s words and life.  God has a vision for the 
world, and everything we do and are about should include the ongoing discern-
ment and prophetic witness to that vision, continuing to be planted in our midst 
by our still-speaking God.    
 This year, voting delegates to General Synod are already hard at work in 
appointed committees, studying 21 resolutions up for adoption by the national 
body of the UCC at the event.  Once the event begins, they’ll have the oppor-
tunity to meet face-to-face with their committees for discussion and discernment 
toward a recommendation – to adopt, to not adopt, to adopt with changes or 
move for no action to be taken at this time.  Resolutions come from many 
different sources, at all levels of our denomination, including some from local 
churches like Fauntleroy.  Some of the resolutions to be adopted or not adopted 
this year include support for encouraging relationships between UCC settings 
and community development federal credit unions, a proposal for the UCC to be 
known as an immigrant welcoming denomination, a call to recognize and study 
gun violence as a public health emergency, a call for participation in an inclusive 
scouting program of the Boy Scouts of America, supporting American Missionary 
founded churches, taking a stand against corporal punishment of children in 
homes and institutions, adopting a re-visioned Manual on Ministry, a call to 
churches toward disability justice, a call for a just economy that includes living 
wages and job creation, and a resolution proposing a new framework for cove-
nantal giving and implementing fundraising best practices, among many others!  
If you’re interested in learning more about any or all of the resolutions coming 
before General Synod, visit http://synod.uccpages.org/resolutions   
      I look forward to reporting back on the experience at Synod!  I’ll be taking 
some vacation time immediately after, but will return to work on Monday, July 17 
– full of ideas and excitement I look forward to sharing.    

      If you have an emergency need 
for a pastor while I am gone, please 
contact the church office and Jackie 
will contact Rev. Diane Darling or 
Rev. Andrew Conley-Holcom, who 
have agreed to provide emergency 
assistance if needed. 

      In Christ’s Love, LeahLeahLeahLeah    
 
 

 
WORSHIP/CHURCH 

SCHOOL 

10:00 AM 
 

 
 

July 2, 2017 
A Meditation on America (I): 
Home, Heart & Hospitality 

Matthew 10:40-42 
”Whoever welcomes you 

welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one 

who sent me…” 
Rev. Kendall Baker Preaching 

 
 

July 9, 2017 
A Meditation on America (II): 

Pulling Together 
Matthew 11:28-30 

“Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me… For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 

Rev. Kendall Baker Preaching 
 



 
 

Friday – June 30 
5:30 Wedding Open House – F. 

Hall, Sanctuary and Narthex 
 
Sunday – July 2 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship – Guest Preacher, 

Kendall Baker 
 Summer Program Begins 
 
Monday – July 3 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – July 4 
Office Closed- Happy 4

th
 of July! 

 
 
Sunday – July 9 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship – Guest Preacher, 

Kendall Baker 
5:00 Sojourners – Butterfield/ 
 Stewart home 
 
Monday – July 10 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Saturday – July 15 
5:00 Crock Pots – Reeves home 
 
Sunday – July 16 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship – Karyn Frazier 

Preaching 
 
Monday – July 17 
8:30 Altar Guild 
7:00 Facilities Ministry - Library 
 
Sunday – July 23 
9:00 Adult Bible Study 
10:00 Worship – New Members 

Received 
11:15 Ice Cream Social – Narthex 

and patio 
 
Monday – July 24 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – July 25 
10:P00 Caring Ministry – Library 
 
Friday – July 28 
7:30 Sweet, Sweet Music – F. Hall 

 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED 
FOR 2ND TIME SALE 
   Preparations 
for our Sept. 16-
17 2nd Time 
Sale are well 
under way and, thanks to a family's 
generous donation of leftovers from a 
big garage sale, our storage space is 
beginning to fill with quality items. 
Many more large and small donations 
will be needed, however, to mount this 
major fund-raiser. 
      Delivery of donations to the 
church will be welcome right after 
Labor Day. If you need them out of 
your way before then, call the church 
office to arrange to deliver them to 
storage or for someone to pick them 
up. For a list of items we cannot 
accept, regardless of condition, visit 
www.fauntleroyucc.org/events or 
check with the church office.   
      If you have a truck or van and just 
a few hours, call the church office now 
to volunteer to make the occasional 
pick-up. You and the donor can 
arrange a mutually convenient time 
and, if it's a big job, you'll have help. 
      Other volunteer assignments will  
open as the sale approaches. Now  
would be a good time to pencil in the  
dates so you don't miss out on the  
fun!             Judy Pickens 
 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM TEACHER 
MARTHA 
      Teacher Martha Nogales is 
leaving LPS to work for the Highline 
Public School District. Here is her 
good-bye letter.   

“Dear Fauntleroy Church and Little 

Pilgrim School Families,  
I am writing to share the 
news that I have accepted a 
position teaching 
kindergarten in the Highline 
School District this fall and 

will be regretfully resigning my 
teaching position at Little Pilgrim 
School at the end of this school year. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed teaching 
here, and look forward to continuing 
my career in education.  
      LPS is a very special place. The 
setting is beautiful, the program is 
child-centered, and the staff is amaz-
ing! While Lorrie Cook is currently 

the director, she is also a phenomenal 
preschool teacher! She showed me 
the importance of being present and 
making meaningful connections with 
students. For the past two years, I’ve 
had the pleasure of working with 
Teacher Amanda. She is dynamic, 
creative, and energetic! I know she 
will be a wonderful partner for a new 
teacher. Teacher Leslie and Teacher 
Angela round out a truly talented 
staff. I’ve learned so much from all of 
these women and wish them the best!  
      I’m thrilled that I had a chance to 
be a part of Little Pilgrim School and 
the Fauntleroy community. Thank you 
for letting me spend this precious time 
doing what I love. I hope to see you 
around West Seattle!  
      Best, Martha Nogales”   
 
      We wish Teacher Martha the best 
in her new adventure. Martha has 
filled our classrooms and hallways 
with beautiful displays, she has filled 
our program with joyful creativity, and 
she has filled the lives of students, 
families and staff with devoted, 
thoughtful and fun engagement. She 
will be greatly missed!               Lorrie 

 
 
 
 
MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
CATE, Rebecca & Nora  
      Rebecca and husband, Richard 
Tupper, are parents to Nora (15) and 
Henry (19). Rebecca is an attorney 
and works for a non-profit, represent-
ing children and youth in child welfare 
proceedings. Nora attended our last 
confirmation class and, while deciding 
not to be confirmed at this time, she 
and Rebecca both felt this would be a 
good time to join the church mem-
bership as they have attended the 
church for a while now. We are so 
happy to have them.  
      AND, once again, welcome to the 
following Confirmands: 
Maddie Caldwell, Josie Czeskleba, 
Ella Friis-Alfers, Teagan Gaither, 
Morgan Holsberry, Sarah Bjornson 
Sabrina Burgess-Garrett and Aislin 
Waldal Pinckney!  
      Please give Rebecca, Nora and all 
of the Confirmands a warm welcome 
the next time you see them!  
 
 
  

As an open and affirming 

congregation, the members and 
staff of Fauntleroy Church are 

committed to fostering community 
among people of all races, cultures 

and sexual orientations. 

SaSaSaSa     lelelele
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PARISH LIFE IS BUSY! 
      The Parish Life 
Ministry is a group 
of volunteers from 
the church that 
dream up ways for 
the church to 

socialize with each other and have 
fun! You see many of us at the 
different fun events at the church. 
Most recently, we helped ensure there 
was food for you to snack on while 
you were attending the annual 
meeting. We have a great team and I 
want to thank them for all that they do! 
I especially want to thank Paul 
Johnson and Greg Dirks for serving 
the last two years; you will be missed. 
I appreciate all that you have done for 
the church!!  
      We have some exciting thoughts 
for our 2017/2018 year, including a 
pig roast and a couple of kids’ cooking 
competitions! If you have any ideas, 
feel free to contact me at 
kariholsberry@gmail.com. I'd love to 
hear from you. 
     In July, we'll be serving some cold 
ice cream with more fixings then you 
can shake a stick at! How ‘bout some 
homemade strawberry sauce or hot 
fudge! Num!! Don't worry, we'll have 
lots of napkins for you! What a great 
way to celebrate a hot day in Seattle. 
The funstivities will take place after 
church on July 23

rd
, so mark your 

calendars! You'll also get to meet the 
Parish Life Ministry team who will be 
happy to answer any questions you 
may have about Parish Life and the 
events at the church throughout the 
year.                 Kari Holsberry, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM KARYN 
Dear Fauntleroy Church Family, 
      Thanks a 
million for the 
wave of 
congratula-
tions on my 
graduation. It was a cup-overflowing-
joyful weekend of celebrating that 
started here at Fauntleroy Church and 
spilled over to family and friends into 
the evening. Thank you for walking 
with me on this long and good faith  
 

 
journey. I’m especially grateful to 
Pastor Leah for coming alongside  
from the second she arrived at 
Fauntleroy to witness and encourage 
with wisdom, affirmation, good humor, 
and a lived out loud faith of her own. 
Thank you for gifting me with fantastic 
resources to get me farther along the 
road in ministry and for a signed 
frame just waiting for the perfect 
graduation picture. Thank you to the 
choir for embracing all of us with a 
worship of Sunday morning anthems, 
lifting the rafters and my heart just a 
bit higher. And then right  

 
in the middle of all that spirited 
singing…I GOT MY OWN BRON  
SONG! That, in itself, was a holy moly 
moment! Well, that, and Kristen and 
the youth tagged my office… 
      Honestly, I just can’t say thanks 
deep enough for the way this congre-
gation expresses love for one another. 
Including me. So. Much. Love. 
               Karyn 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Thank you to all of you who joined us on June 4

th
 for the  

Annual Meeting. Highlights of the meeting included the  
following: 
 
Budget – We passed a budget with a couple important mile- 
stones. First of all, in a nod to the extraordinary work of the Finance Ministry and 
Council, the budget passed unanimously. One of the key highlights in this year’s 
budget is that – for the first time – we were able to offer health insurance to all 
eligible employees.  
 
Stewardship – In an era of decreasing church budgets nationwide, we set an 
ambitious goal to grow our church pledges to $350,000 next year (from $330,000 
this year). Pastor Leah challenged us all individually to prayerfully consider our 
capacity for pledging this year to see if we could include health insurance 
coverage for our employees. And I am happy to report that not only did we hit that 
ambitious goal, but we exceeded it. At the time of the Annual Meeting we had 
$364,000 pledged for next  
 
Acknowledgements – We recognized the strong leadership of several outgoing 
Ministry chairs, and especially the extraordinary leadership of outgoing 
Moderator, Sarah Finney. Let us all recall that when Sarah accepted the role of 
Moderator two years ago, we not only were without a Senior Pastor, but our 
Interim Pastor was also leaving for another church. Two years later our church is 
vibrant and growing due in part to the strong leadership of Sarah. When you see 
her at church, please thank her for her incredible contribution and encourage her 
to get some much deserved rest. As the incoming Moderator, I assure you I will 
have Sarah on my speed dial. 
 
In the Black – Our esteemed Treasurer, Jeff VanGilder, reported that we will 
finish the 2016-17 fiscal year at break even, or perhaps slightly in the black. 
 
Facilities Needs and Capital Campaign – Phil Sweetland provided an update 
on behalf of the Facilities Ministry,  and on a related note,  Sarah Finney gave us 
a glimpse into the overall financial health of the church. Phil reported that there 
are several major Facilities projects which require attention immediately or in the 
short run, including replacing the roof, repairing the damaged bell tower, fixing the 
damaged west wall of the gym, and repainting the church. Given those projects, 
and the approximately $800,000 outstanding balance on our mortgage, Sarah 
advised us that the Council will be exploring a capital campaign in the year to 
come. Look for more information about that in the months ahead. 
 
It’s an exciting time at Fauntleroy Church. We have an energy and vitality that we 
should all be proud of, and there are great things to come in the upcoming year. I 
look forward to serving alongside you.                    Zack Hill, Moderator 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
 
Fauntleroy Church UCC 
9140 California Avenue SW 
Seattle WA  98136-2556 
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Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

GENTLE REMINDER 
      Our financial (fiscal) year ends on 
June 30

th
. If you have not completed 

your pledge for 2016/2017, please get 
your payment to us by then. On the 
other hand, if you need to be 
reimbursed for an expense, please 
submit your voucher by June 30

th
. 

     Thanks.  Jeff VanGilder, Treasurer 
 

NOTES FROM FRIEND 
Dear Reverend Bilinski, 
      This note is late, but I want to 
thank you and your church members 
for sponsoring the New Jim Crow 
discussion series. I attended three of 
the four sessions and learned so 
much, especially form the several 
speakers who are former felons. 
Please share my thanks with the 
organizers of this series. 
      Sincerely, Ann Dawson 
 
To the fine folks to Fauntleroy Church 
United Church of Christ, 
      Thank you for hosting the Fuller 
Center for Housing West (bicycle) 
Ride Team. Our success in raising 
funds to provide homes for people who 
cannot afford them, depends on the 
generosity of people like you. Thank 
you. (The 30 person team stayed in 
our church from May 31 to June 5.)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Dee Winship died on June 8. A 
memorial service was held in her 
honor on June 15 here at Fauntleroy 
Church. 
      Dorothy Talbert died on June 9. A 
service will be held in her honor on 
August 7, at 2 PM in our sanctuary. 
      Both of these wonderful women 
will be missed! Please keep their 
friends and family in your prayers 
during this difficult time.  
 

PEOPLE NEWS 
      Audrey Vogelpohl had quadruple 
by-pass surgery on June 7. She is 
home recuperating and Lyle is taking 
good care of her. 
 

CHURCH GROUNDS WATERING 
HELP NEEDED 
      The Grounds Crew is making great 
strides getting around the building to 
plant, prune and weed but we need a 
few more people who can help us 
keep the grounds watered. This would 
require committing to 4 times during 
the summer and fall, sometime mid-

week. You can choose morning or 
evening to water and it takes a couple 
of hours. If you could help, please 
contact Jenny Mandt at 206-915-
0585, or jsmandt48@comcast.net,  
or call the church and let Jackie know. 
 

STUFF THE BUS WITH DIAPERS 
AND HELP STOP! DIAPER 
NEED.  
      It’s that time of year again, West-
Side Baby will be collecting diapers 
from our community to help keep kids- 
in-need dry; 10,000 children less than 
3 years old live below the federal 
poverty level in King County. Food 
Stamps don’t cover diapers and a 
month’s supply of diapers can cost 
$100/child. This year, we’re aiming to 
collect 300,000 diapers by asking our 
community to host diaper drives. A 
drive can happen anywhere, a birthday 
party, barbeque or picnic. We have 
materials and everything you need to 
get started. Find out more at 
www.westsidebaby.org/stuffthebus201
7.  
      If you’d prefer to volunteer we 
have numerous volunteer oppor-
tunities throughout the summer. Email 
shana@westsidebaby.org for more 
information.  
 

Next Congregator will be 
mailed on July 24, 2017. 
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IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM    
 

Dorothy “Dee” WinshipDorothy “Dee” WinshipDorothy “Dee” WinshipDorothy “Dee” Winship    
June 11, 1925 – June 8, 2017 

 

Dorothy Dorothy Dorothy Dorothy TalbertTalbertTalbertTalbert    
April 6, 1926 – June 9, 2017 


