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PASTOR LEAH’S PONDERINGS 
 

“An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips.” – Proverbs 24:26 
A couple weeks ago, I directed a junior high aqua camp at N-Sid-Sen on 
Lake Coeur d’Alene, one of our two U.C.C. conference camps. It was a 
great week, made even more-so because the youth and counselors took 
the challenge to go deeper with one another – to push beyond niceties, 
discover a bit more about one another, and honor the potential of the 
group we could become simply by embracing more vulnerability and 
truth-telling in our relationships.   
 Intimate “truth-telling” – the kind of truth-telling that lets down 
one’s defenses and allows others to truly see you – is hard. Our culture 
doesn’t make it any easier. Perhaps you’ve felt the necessity to respond, 
“I’m fine” to someone’s inquiry, “How are you?” when you really weren’t 
fine.  Or perhaps you’ve felt someone’s unease when you’ve responded 
with something other than assurance that all was okay in your world. I 
know I have. I know I’ve also been the one inadequately prepared to 
receive an honest answer.  
 And yet…I think God smiles every time we push into honest 
spaces beyond the culturally comfortable. I think God appreciates all 
interactions in which we embrace the present and potential blessings of 
relationship.  I think God likes vulnerability.   
 This summer, at the U.C.C.’s national General Synod gathering, 
one of the speakers was Glennon Doyle, blogger at momastery.com. 
Glennon openly owns that her success in the blogging world has come 
not because she’s some expert on life or parenting, but because she’s 
willing to be a “reckless truth-teller.” Glennon writes and speaks openly 
about her history with addiction, her relationship struggles and parenting 
foibles. Glennon airs all her dirty laundry with humor and grace, and 
everywhere, women and men breathe it in, like a breath of fresh air for 
their souls.    
 In her book, Carry On, Warrior, Glennon tells the story of the day 
she decided she wasn’t going to answer “I’m fine” anymore. Instead, the 
next time another mom at the playground asked how she was, this was 
her answer: 
 “Hi, I’m Glennon. I’m a recovering, well, everything, and most 
recently I’ve been struggling with isolation and intimacy with my husband 
and I’ve also been getting quite angry with my kids for no reason. I feel 
awful about these things. But yoga is helping. Also deep breaths and 
baths. How are you?” 
 To Glennon’s surprise, the mom to whom she said this didn’t run 
away. Instead, after an uncomfortable pause, the other mom visibly 
relaxed.  And beyond walls of small talk and personal self-defense, the 
two welcomed the first intimate conversation of what became a true 
friendship. 
 “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 

 
 
are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here.” We say it every 
Sunday in worship. You can feel 
that it matters to us. And you can 
feel that it matters to those who 
visit us as well. But it’s easy to 
settle into comfortable, 
complacent places in such beliefs. 
It’s harder to let an identifying 
statement like that challenge us to 
ever-deeper places of 
relationship. I wonder at what 
more that statement could mean 
to us. I wonder to what places it 
might still lead us. And in those 
places, I wonder…at just how 
broadly God might smile.  

Towards a greater vision, Leah 
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August 20, 2017 
“The Power of Words” 

Genesis 45:1-15;  
Matthew. 15:1-28 

Leah Bilinski preaching 
 

August 27, 2017 
“The Invitation of Heroines, 

Shiprah and Puah” 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Leah Bilinski preaching. 
 
 



 
 

Saturday – August 19 
5:00 Crock Pots – Hill home 

 
Sunday – August 20 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship  
11:30  Family Care Support Group – 

Fellowship Hall 
11:30 Women’s Retreat Planning – 
 Fish Bowl 
 
Monday – August 21 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – August 22 
7:00 Council - BRR 
 
Wednesday – August 23 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
 
Sunday – August 27 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship  
11:30 Worship Ministry – Fish Bowl 
5:00 New Social Group – Bilinski 
 home 
 
Monday – August 28 
Congregator Mailed Out 
8:30 Altar Guild 
7:00 Adult Ed Planning – Library 
 
Wednesday – August 30 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
 
Thursday – August 31 
7:00 LPS Parent Meeting – Class- 
 rooms 
 
Upcoming: 
Monday – September 4 
Happy Labor Day –  
Office Closed 
 
Tuesday – September 5 
4:00 LPS - Popsicles 

on the playground 
 
Wednesday – September 6 
9:00 Donations for the 2

nd
 Time 

Sale may be dropped off in 
Fellowship Hall 
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OUR CHARITABLE GIVING 
      Our church makes 
donations to various 
charities through our 
church budget. Last 
year the Service and 
Outreach Ministry 
managed their budget of 
$44,850 in such an 
excellent way as to use 
every penny that was 

budgeted. The S&O budget comprises 
7.65% of the total church budget. 
      However, we also support 
charities in addition to the church 
budget. We can only keep track of 
money that is donated, but we also 
generously support the school supply 
drive, the sock drive, and the Giving 
Tree among others, with purchased 
items. Just adding up the cash and 
check donations, our church gave an 
additional $21,436 last budget year. 
Combined with the S&O budget, the 
total of $66,286 is equal to 11.25% of 
last year's budget. 
      Here is a list of donations that 
were made in addition to the support 
included in the church budget: 
 
• Homelessness - 615.00 
• Oaxaca Mission - 3,415.00 
• White Center Food Bank - 

2,416.89 
• CROP Hunger Walk - 1,185.00 
• Church World Service kits - 

347.06 
• Christmas Eve offerings - Retired 

ministers - 1,571.00 
• Woodside Church/Flint, MI clean 

water - 3,120.00 
• Giving Tree-school gift cards - 

300.00 
• One Great Hour of Sharing/NW 

Conference - 3,277.13 
• Neighbors in Need - 1,480.00 
• Seminary students/NW 

Conference - 867.00 
• Our Church's Wider Mission - 

412.00 
• Deacons' Fund - 533.36 
• Strengthen the Church offering – 

533.36 
      I will report on last year's overall 
budget results in another Congrega-
tor.      Jeff VanGilder, Treasurer 
 
 
 

SCHOOL-SUPPLY DRIVE TO HELP 
NOW AND LATER 

      Our Homelessness 
Task Force's fourth-
annual school-supply 
drive, through Aug. 20, 
will equip area low-
income students to learn, 
both those who start the term at 
Highland Park, Roxhill, and West 
Seattle elementaries and the many 
who transfer in. 
      This year's list, developed in 
cooperation with Pencil Me in for Kids, 
focuses on the most-needed items: 
composition books, #2 pencils, pencil 
pouches/boxes, colored pencils, glue 
sticks, dry-erase markers, washable 
markers, pink rectangular erasers, 
pocket folders, white copy paper, and 
backpacks. 
      Donation bins are in the lobby and 
narthex.  Checks are also welcome, 
made out to Fauntleroy Church (note: 
"school supplies"). 
      Thanks so much for thinking of 
"our" students as they get ready for 
another year.  - Judy Pickens for the 
Homelessness Task Force 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
      A new 
Sunday Adult 
Bible Study, 
"The History of 

Christianity in the Reformation Era," 
starts August 20, 2017.  
      Why attend? Because the 500

th
 

anniversary of the Reformation is this 
October 31, 2017! And, because the 
Reformation era, from which our own 
Fauntleroy Church is a descendant, 
was one of the most tumultuous and 
consequential periods in history. 
Learn how Martin Luther's 95 theses 
initiated a break with the Church of 
Rome and caused great social and 
political upheaval as religious leaders 
debated and rulers fought to establish 
the "correct" doctrine of faith and 
evolved into the various denomina-
tions we see today.   
      Adult Bible Study meets each 
Sunday at 9:00 AM in the Library to 
watch a unique and lively 30-minute 
DVD presentation by a distinguished 
professor, and then we finish with an 
enjoyable discussion before breaking 
to attend worship. Everyone is invited! 
  Mark Olson, Leader 

As an open and affirming 

congregation, the members and 
staff of Fauntleroy Church are 

committed to fostering community 
among people of all races, cultures 

and sexual orientations. 



 
 

THE LIBRARY IS COMPLETE! 
      Here is 
the wrap-up 
to Alina 
Guyon’s 
books/ 
Library for 
Uganda 
project.  

      This morning the library was 
finished! We spent 3 ½ days total to 
complete the library; we started each 
day at 7 AM and didn’t stop until it 
was dark out, the last night we even 
stayed there until past midnight! We 
worked all hours of the day so we 
could wrap up the library before the 
party, which was planned for Monday. 
Originally, we had hoped to have a full 
week to work on the library, but 
because customs took much longer 
than expected, we had to rush the 
building process. 
      Luckily, Justin and Patrick (the two 
men from Seattle coming to build the 
library structure) came and only had 
to waste one of their 5 days in  
Uganda at customs. We were worried 
that we couldn’t push it through 
customs fast enough, but we took 
matters into our own hands and went 
to the main corporate office to talk to 
some higher ups and it worked! We 
were able to speed up the process 
and get the container delivered the 
same day. 
      The container arrived at HOCW in 
the late afternoon, and once it got 
there we automatically started sorting 
books and building the structure. The 
next 3-½ days we worked and worked 
so it could be completed for the 
community library opening party. 
      We started with the foundation, 
then put up the walls and the roof, we 
painted the outside and inside, 
installed windows and the door, 
placed the flooring inside, built all the 
shelves for the books, and frantically 
put in the books and final touches the 
morning of the party. 
      None of this would have been 
possible without all the amazing 
support I received from people all 
along this journey. I wanted to say a 
BIG THANK YOU to everyone who 
made this possible, whether you are 
back home in Seattle or in our new 
home at HOCW. 
NOTE: The library was completed on 
July 24, 2017. Due to poor WiFi and 

 
traveling to a new country (I'm 
currently in Malawi) I wasn't able to 
find WiFi and post this blog until today 
(August 6, 2017) but it was written the 
day of the completion.                Alina 
 
 
 
KEEP SALE DONATIONS COMING 

      I got it at 
the 2nd Time 
Sale"  is heard 
a lot in the 

neighborhood from shoppers who 
found just what they needed (or didn't 
know they wanted!) at our biggest 
annual fundraiser. Give each of the 
hundreds of people who come Sept. 
16-17 something to crow about by 
sorting through closets, basements, 
and storage units for quality 
donations. You'll be able to bring your 
finds to Fellowship Hall right after 
Labor Day. If you can't wait, call the 
church office (206-932-5600) anytime 
to arrange storage.       Judy Pickens 

 
 
 

SEPT 9h TEACHERS 
ORIENTATION 
      Get this on 
your calendar 
now! Sunday 
School Teachers  
Training is September 9th from 
10:00-1:00. This is the most 
important meeting of the year for 
Sunday School volunteers. If you 
have volunteered to teach or assist or 
are even thinking about it, thanks! On 
September  9

th
, we gather as a whole 

group and in teaching teams to learn 
about leading, review the curriculum, 
get an overview of the year, and fill 
out schedules far enough to get our 
fall programs off to a smooth start. 
You are welcome if you plan to teach 
or just want to know more. Either 
way, please RSVP Karyn Frazier at 
karyn@fauntleroyucc.org so she 
can plan materials and childcare as 
needed.  

FULL SPEED AHEAD TOWARD 2ND TIME SALE 
  
 Our 23rd annual 2nd Time Sale is just about a  
month away (Sept. 16 - 17) and how well we do with this  
largest fundraiser of the year depends on our having lots  
of quality items to sell and lots of helping hands before,  
during, and after the sale weekend. 
 Now's the time to get serious about what you'll be donating.  We accept a 
wide variety of lightly used items that are clean, in working order, and complete 
(all parts, electrical cords).  The list of what we cannot take is available in the 
church office or at www.fauntleroyucc.org/events.  If you need things out of your 
way before Labor Day, call the church office (206-932-5600) to arrange storage. 
 On Wed., Sept. 6, we'll start accepting new donations in Fellowship Hall 
during business hours, on Sunday mornings, and evenings by appointment.  The 
last day for new donations will be Wed., Sept. 13. 

 Volunteers are needed as follows.  Every task involves work but also 
great fun and the chance to get better acquainted with fellow church members.  
Sign up on Sunday mornings at the Get Involved table or call the church office to 
see where you're most needed. 

 Before the sale 
   Sun., Sept. 3, after worship to set up Fellowship Hall 
   Tues., Sept. 5, at 9 am to bring items from storage 
   Sun., Sept. 10, at 5 pm to bring furniture from storage, set up narthex 
   Weekdays, Sept. 5-15, 10 am-3 pm to sort and price 

 During the sale 
    Sat. shifts between 8:30 am and 4 pm 
    Sun., 11:30 am 2 pm 

 For Saturday's bake sale 
    Bake cookies, cupcakes, small loaves of fruit bread, etc., wrap ready for 
    pricing, and bring to the church kitchen Fri, 9 am-8 pm or Sat. by 7:30  
    am. 

 After the sale Mon., Sept. 18, 9 am - noon, to process/deliver leftovers 
 Lastly, we will need customers!  Pass the word to neighbors, family, and 
friends about this much-anticipated community event - Sat., Sept. 16, 9 am - 4 
pm, and Sun., Sept. 17, 11:30 am - 2 pm.     Judy Pickens 
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Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
 
Fauntleroy Church UCC 
9140 California Avenue SW 
Seattle WA  98136-2556 
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Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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WITH SYMPATHY 
      Our sympathy goes out to Pam & 
Michael Ford in the recent passing of 
Michael’s Dad, Wayne Beattie, on 
7/15/17 in Syracuse, Missouri.  
 

A REQUEST FROM CI HOSSNER 
      At the end of the month I will travel 
to Pignon, Haiti for a ten day mission 
trip. The group I am traveling with is 
led by my Aunt Tami from East River 
Fellowship church in Oregon. Tami 
has been organizing trips to Haiti since 
2010 and has traveled there more than 
thirty times. I will participate in prayer 
groups, kids’ camps, education, micro-
lending, business development, and 
other activities to support the local 
community that has an ongoing 
relationship with East River Fellow-
ship. I have been working on fund-
raising this summer and want to let 
Fauntleroy know that I would be 
grateful for any support. I created  
https://www.gofundme.com/h7mkgw-
haiti-service-trip, a GoFundMe 
page, and can also accept checks.     
      Thank you!                  Ci Hossner 
 

A NEW SISTERS GROUP 
      A new sisters group will be 
meeting the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday, 

6:30-8:30 PM in the BRR, beginning 
Sept. 11. It will be facilitated by Jenny 
Mandt and Wendy Cwinar. The group 

will provide an opportunity to partici-
pate in crafts and book discussion 
while building friendship and 
community. Also, members will have 
the chance to share concerns/prayer 
requests so we can support each other 
through the week in prayer.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A beautiful service in memory of Denis 
Lavoie was held on Sunday, August 6. 
Rev. Leah Bilinski officiated. Please 
keep Cindy, Thomas and Lucas and 
their extended family in your prayers 
during this very difficult time. He will be 
deeply missed by all who knew him.  
 
 
MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
     On Sunday, July 23, we welcomed 
Lydia Shepherd and Donna DiFiore 
into membership. Here is a bit of 
information about each of them.  
 

Donna DiFiore 
Donna lives in Burien, has worked as 
an accountant for over 30 years, and 
is currently with the Museum of History 
& Industry (MOHAI). Her daughter, 
Elsie, recently received an MPS in 
Environmental Policy from the UW 

Evans School and married Hannah on 
July 29. Donna is a former board 
member of Earth Ministry and loves 
singing with the Fauntleroy Choir  
 
Lydia Shepherd 
      Lydia loves to read, do crafts, 
being around young people, dogs and 
cats and being able to help others. 
Wyvona Barrett is Lydia’s Mother and 
she invited Lydia to come to our 
church the first time, for which we are 
so happy! Lydia is in a wheelchair but 
wants everyone to know that there are 
many things people in wheelchairs can 
do too!  
      Please welcome these two the 
next time you see them!  
 
 

CAMP MOMENTIA 
Sat., 9/9 or Sun., 9/10, 10 AM-3 PM 
      Explore, create and connect at 
historic Camp Long in West Seattle. 
Enjoy nature, art-making, storytelling a 
BBQ lunch, s-mores, singing around a 
camp fire, a musical performance by 
UW Musical Theatre Students and 
more! This event is for folks with 
dementia and their caregivers. The 
cost is $20/person; includes free 
attendance for one care partner. 
Register by 8/29, space is limited, to 
Cayce Cheairs at 206-615-0100, 
cayce.cheairs@seattle.gov. Go to  
www.momntiaseattle.org/camp-
momentia for more information.  
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IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM    

Denis John LavoieDenis John LavoieDenis John LavoieDenis John Lavoie    
June 30, 1963 – July 30, 2017 


