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 INTRODUCING OUR ADVENT THEME: 
“ANGELS AMONG US: #DO NOT BE AFRAID” 

 
 Okay, progressive Pacific Northwesterners, buckle your seatbelts. This 
Advent, we’re going to talk about angels. Each week, we’ll be looking at a 
different angel encounter in the birth narrative of Jesus – first with Zechariah, 
then with Mary, Joseph and the Shepherds. 
 The cultural presentation of angels we encounter today has developed 
over time. The earliest  depiction of an angel in Christian art can be found in the 
Catacombs of Priscilla, outside Rome. The image is of Gabriel, appearing to 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and he is depicted without wings. Winged angels, 
however, have been found in lots of art produced not long after this, likely 
influenced by Archbishop of Constantinople, John Chrystostom (349-407). 
Chyrstostom explained the significance of angels' wings this way: "They 
manifest a nature's sublimity. That is why Gabriel is represented with wings. Not 
that angels have wings, but that you may know that they leave the heights and 
the most elevated dwelling to approach human nature. Accordingly, the wings 
attributed to these powers have no other meaning than to indicate the sublimity 
of their nature." With wings, came shifts in imagination around angel clothing. 
Later, in Medieval art, cherub-like presentations became all the rage, and 
gendered angels have been a contribution of the modern age. Perhaps you can 
see where the 19

th
 and 20

th
 century may have influenced angelic imagination 

with various books, movies and t.v. shows. The human imagination has done a 
lot with the concept of angels!   
 Now, I’m well-aware of how most progressive Christians feel about 
popular notions of angels, but I’m not looking to promote popular notions. In 
Biblical times, angels were thought of not so much as a class of beings, but as 
messengers. The word, “angel,” itself comes from the Latin angelus which is 
derived from a Greek term that initially only pointed to the function of being a 
messenger for God. This Advent, we’ll be leaving the angelology behind and 
returning to this very simple concept that a God who comes close (who seeks to 
be “God With Us”/Immanuel) is a God who looks for messengers…including us. 
The idea is that we become the “angels among us,” boldly calling others (just as 
the angels in the Biblical stories do) to #Do not be afraid!   
 In a world where fear and anxiety dominate individual lives and 
collective spirits (much as they did in Jesus’ day), this Advent we’ll be looking at 
how we can move past our fear (and comfort zones) in order to offer #more hope 
(week one), #more peace (week two), #more joy (week three), #more love (week 
four) and #more life (Christmas) to the world and to ourselves. Each week, we’ll 
be challenged to look for ways we can “fly in the face of fear” (pardon the pun), 
counteracting pervasive messages to announce and call others to more hope, 
peace, joy, love and life.  
 Do not be afraid, Fauntleroy Church! Prepare to take flight! 

 In joyful anticipation, LeahLeahLeahLeah    
 
P.S. The use of #hashtags in this worship series is deliberately meant to 
reference how careless we have become lately with words and messages – 
whether you name particular people who are doing that or not. If you watch/read 
the news, you’ve undoubtedly heard of “tweets.” Whenever you see a hashtag 
this season, consider it an invitation to intentionality – to take care in the  

 
 
messages we seek to share, looking 
for ways we can pronounce and call 
others to #more hope, #more peace, 
#more joy and #more love. You don’t 
have to be on social media to do this, 
but if you are, you’re invited to look 
for ways you can use the hashtags 
each week! 
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ADVENT BEGINS 
“Angels Among Us: “Angels Among Us: “Angels Among Us: “Angels Among Us: 
#DoNotBeAfraid”#DoNotBeAfraid”#DoNotBeAfraid”#DoNotBeAfraid”    

 
December 3, 2017 

1st Sunday of Advent 
Leah Atkinson Bilinski Preaching 

Pageant Practice  
Communion 

 
Following Worship 

11:30-2:30 
Alternative Giving Fair  

Fellowship Hall  
(See feature article inside.) 

 
 

December 10, 2017 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Pageant 

“The Best Gift Ever”  

Written by Annika Bjornson 
Music by Bron Edwards 

 
Following Worship 
The Advent Festival 

Stone Soup, cookies and  
crafts for all ages!  

Fellowship Hall 
 



 
 
Saturday – December 2 
6:00 Alternative Giving Fair – F. 

Hall 
 
Sunday – December 3 
1

st
 Sunday of Advent 

9:00 Adult Bible Study - Library 
10:00 Worship - Communion 
 Pageant Practice – Small 

Chapel or Gym 
11:30 Alternative Giving Fair F. H. 
 
Monday – December 4 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 
Tuesday – December 5 
9:00 Fix-It Group 
7:00 Council - BRR 
 
Wednesday – December 6 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
6:30 Parish Life Ministry - Library 
 
Thursday – December 7 
9:00 Cookie Baking – Kitchen 
6:30 Ukulele Band 
7:30 Choir 
 
Saturday – December 9 
9:00 Fix-It Group 
9:00 Pageant Practice – Sanctuary 
 
Sunday – December 10 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Christmas Pageant – Sanc. 
11:30 Advent Festival – F. Hall 
5:00 Crock Pots/Sojourners – 
 Bjornson home 
 
Monday – December 11 
8:30 Altar Guild 
5:30 Sisters Christmas Party – 

Reeves home 
 
Tuesday – December 12 
5:15  Homelessness T.F.-Library 
6:30 Seaside Sisters – Room 416 
 
Wednesday – December 13 
9:45 Staff – Fish Bowl 
6:30 Christian Ed Ministry - Library 
 
Thursday – December 14 
11:00 Sisters Christmas Party – Day 

home 
6:30 Bells – Sanctuary 
7:30 Choir – Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

YOU CAN HELP! 
      Two opportunities to 
help during this giving 
season! First, Little Pilgrim 
School will be sponsoring 
the Salvation Army’s Toy ‘N 
Joy Drive.  Just bring a new 

(unwrapped) gift and deposit it into the 
toy barrel located in the Narthex (or 
Lobby) by Friday, Dec. 15.  Gifts may 
be for any age child.  The students will 
then join Karyn in the sanctuary for a 
story and to say a blessing for those 
who will receive our gifts. 
      Second, for those of you that 
already use Amazon.com, we’d like to 
let you know that Little Pilgrim 
School/Fauntleroy Church is set up 
with a “Smile” charity account through 
Amazon.com. Please consider setting 
up our preschool on your Amazon 
account to automatically donate 0.5% 
of your purchases to the school. You 
must use the web address 
Smile.Amazon.com when you check 
out to purchase items (instead of just 
Amazon.com or your Amazon cell 
phone app). Your account information, 
shopping cart items and settings are 
all tied to the main Amazon website.  I 
often shop in the App, but when I’m 
ready to purchase, I switch over to the 
website to finalize the purchase, as 
the checkout remains the same. As 
long as you purchase from the 
smile.amazon.com web address, the 
school will remain as your “bene-
ficiary” and you never have to do 
anything more in the future. 
       Here are the easy steps: 1) visit 
Smile.Amazon.com, 2) set up/sign in 
with your email and password, 3) click 
“select charity” or “change” to go to 
the search page, 4) search for 
“Fauntleroy Church, UCC Seattle” and 
select. Once selected, you will receive 
an email confirmation and you can 
begin shopping. Everything functions 
the same and Amazon will automa- 
ticlly donate 0.5% of your purchase to 
Little Pilgrim School.    
     Thank you for considering helping 
to build donations to our wonderful 

program through Fauntleroy Church 
with your everyday purchases! And 
watch for news of our famous “basket” 
raffle in the spring! 
      Happy Holidays! Lorrie 
 
 
 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS! 
      On Sunday, Nov. 19, we received 
seven new members. Please 
welcome them when you can. 
 
DENNIE CARCELLI 
      Dennis is an ordained Minister in 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. She 
recently retired as Pastor of 
Congregational Care at Edmonds 
UMC. She has two adult children and 
two grandsons who all live in Portland. 
Dennie’s favorite hobby is birding. 
After retiring, she looked for a church 
where she could feel at home and she 
found it here!  
 
ANGELA DE ITA 
      Angela is married to Cale Ehrlich. 
She is one of our Little Pilgrim School 
teachers! She loves going to different 
places and has been traveling since 
she was a child. One of the reasons 
she has joined Fauntleroy Church is 
that she wants to be part of something 
bigger so she can actually help 
others.  
 
CATHY PHILLIPS 
      Cathy is a retired Air Force 
Reserve Flight Nurse and is also 
retired by the VA Hospital She enjoys 
traveling throughout the US. Cathy 
found the people of our church to be 
genuinely friendly and the church’s 
active volunteer program to support 
the local community was a draw also.  
 
MIKE & PAIGE SLATER 
      Mike and Paige are proud parents 
to Perry June Slater born 6/24/17. 
Paige is a 5

th
 grade teacher Mike is an 

attorney, a Husky football fan and 
golfer. Paige supports the Cougars 
and loves reading. But, they both 
enjoy the Mariners and spending time 
as a family. They felt it was time to 
join a church as their family grows and 
it also felt like home to them both.  
      We’re so glad to welcome all of 
these interesting and caring folks to 
our church community!  
      Next issue: We’ll meet Karen and 
Penny Stone.  

As an open and affirming 
congregation, the members and 

staff of Fauntleroy Church are 
committed to fostering community 

among people of all races, cultures 

and sexual orientation. 



 
 

BAKERS NEEDED 
      One of the activities 
at the Advent Festival 
will be decorating 
gingerbread cookies. 
We need helpers to cut 
out and bake cookies on 

Thursday, Dec. 7 in the kitchen, 
between 9 AM and 1 PM. You can 
sign up at the Get-Involved Table on 
Sunday mornings or call the church 
office. Come for an hour, 2 hours or 
the entire time.  Cookie cutters and 
rolling pins will be provided. We have 
three but could use one more. In 
addition, we will be baking cookies for 
Cookie Boxes that will be delivered 
with flowers by the Caring Ministry 
during the holiday season. Questions? 
Contact Carolyn Tucker. 

 
STONE SOUP 
      The Advent 
Festival begins with the 
preparation and serv-
ing of Stone Soup. We 
need a crew to come in 
and prepare the soup on Sunday 
morning at 9 AM, and we will need 
people to serve the soup beginning at 
11 AM. Sign up on Sundays at the 
Get-Involved Table. Most importantly, 
we need people to bring precooked 
meats (chicken. ground beef, sausage 
etc.), precut veggies (onions, carrots, 
potatoes, celery, etc.), canned or 
frozen veggies (tomatoes, peas, corn, 
etc.), pasta, rice and barley. Bring 
them to the kitchen before church or if 
you need to bring them earlier, please 
label and put in refrigerator.  The 
kitchen crew will put everything 
together and we will make three 
different soups, there will be a meat 
version, vegetarian and also a gluten 
free option.  Questions? Contact 
Carolyn Tucker. 

 
MAKE YOUR OWN POTPOURRI! 

      One of the craft  
projects at the 
Advent Festival will 
be making potpourri.  
At the Get Involved 

Table on Sunday mornings, there is a 
collection receptacle for potpourri 
items from your yard (fallen times only 
from public spaces please). We'd love 
pine cones, moss, twigs, etc. 
                 Kari Holsberry 

LIVING OUR WELCOME 
      November has 
surprised us with 
increased worship 
attendance over last 
year, and as our 
congregation well knows, December 
and the Advent season will bring even 
more new faces to worship. What a 
blessing it is to have so many visitors 
to Fauntleroy Church! They come for 
many different reasons, and with 
them, they bring a variety of comfort 
levels and faith histories. If you’ve 
ever visited a church you didn’t know 
well, you know how difficult it can be 
to get your bearings in a new physical 
space; among people you don’t know, 
following a worship order with which 
you may be unfamiliar. It can be a bit 
disorienting, and it highlights to me 
the importance of the welcome we 
provide. 
      As you see new faces before and 
after worship, you can do much in 

making others feel comfortable. If you 
aren’t sure whether someone is new, 
a great way to introduce yourself is, 
“Hi; I don’t think I’ve met you…” or “Hi; 
I’m name, I don’t seem to recall your 
name…” If a visitor stays for coffee, 
our Alternative Giving Fair or Advent 
Festival, that’s generally a sign that 
they’re comfortable/won’t be over-
whelmed by more outgoing interac-
tions, and would likely appreciate 
being introduced to others. And, as 
always, one of the most welcoming 
things we can do is wear our name-
tags! That’s helpful to more than just 
visitors! 
      I commonly hear from visitors how 
welcome they felt upon visiting Faunt-
leroy for the first time.  I am so 
grateful to belong to a church that 
seeks to live its welcome with 
intentionality. Thanks for helping us to 
continue in our intentionality as we 
enter the busiest season for visitors!
    Leah     

GIVE WITH YOUR HEART 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help us get the word out to everyone you know about the second annual West 

Seattle Alternative Giving Fair Dec. 2-3!  It will be an exceptional opportunity to 
"give with your heart" in the name of family members, friends, and other special 
people this holiday season. 

Admiral and Alki UCC and the West Seattle and Fauntleroy YMCA are co-
sponsoring this fair with our Service and Outreach Ministry.  It is in lieu of our 
having a giving tree this year, so come prepared to purchase the gifts you 
would otherwise donate through the giving tree. 

We expect representatives of at least 19 non-profits to be in Fellowship Hall to 
explain what they do and welcome donations that strengthen families and 
communities, support elders, care for creation, and respond to hunger and 
homelessness.  Hours: Sat. 6-8:30 pm and Sun. 11:30 am-2:30 pm: 
 

Compass Housing Alliance  
Earth Ministry 
Friend to Friend America 
Heifer International  
Reading With Rover 
Splash International 
The Whale Trail 
West Seattle Food Bank 
Westside Baby 
White Center Food Bank  
YouthCare 

Fauntleroy Church Homelessness Task Force 
   Gift Cards for School Families 
Habitat for Humanity Seattle/King County 
Hope of Children & Women Victims of 
   Violence 
Real Change Homelessness Empowerment 
   Project 
Southwest Seattle Historical Society 
Southwest Youth & Family Services 
The Kenney Foundation's Resident Care Fund 
West Seattle Elementary Islandwood Fund 

 

Last year Phil and I made donations in the name of grandchildren, not at all 
sure they would consider the chickens and ducks for Heifer International to be 
suitable Christmas gifts.  To our surprise, they did!  Consequently, we'll be making 
gift selections at the fair again this year, plus making year-end donations to 
favorite programs. 

Do plan to attend and invite friends and neighbors to join you. --Judy Pickens 
 



 

Phone: 932-5600/Fax 932-0401  
E-Mail:  info@fauntleroyucc.org 
Website:  www.fauntleroyucc.org 
 
Fauntleroy Church UCC 
9140 California Avenue SW 
Seattle WA  98136-2556 
November 27, 2017 
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Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Christian Ed Director Karyn Frazier 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Rosina Geary 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Bonnie Beerman 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

\ 
 
 

PEOPLE NEWS 
      Bettie Dunbar fell recently and 
broke her leg. She will need to 
immobilize the leg for a couple of 
months and is staying at Mt. St. 
Vincent in Room 502, Bed 2. She 
would welcome any and all calls. Call 
206-937-3700 and ask for her room. 
Please keep Bettie in your thoughts 
and prayers.  
 

SEATTLE CROPWALK 
      As of Nov. 7, this year’s Seattle 
CROPWAlk has raised a total of 
$17,397.30, which makes it in the top 
5 in fundraising amounts for Seattle 
walks since 1997. From Caitlin, a 
CROPWalk volunteer. 
 
 
 
DECEMBER USHERS 
12/3 #2, Glenn Seaverns 
12/10 #3, Ben Ackers 
12/17 #4, Terry Gaddis 
12/24, 10:00,  
            4:00, #5, Bruce Gryniewski   
            7:00, #6, Klem Daniels 
          11:00, #7, Steve Sundquist 
12/31 #1, Joel Groen 
 
DECEMBER LITURGISTS 
12/3 Vera Holte  
12/10 Maggie Dickson 
12/17 Marilyn Whittendale 

12/24 10:00  Jill Harlow 
            7:00  tbd 
          11:00  tbd 
12/31 Donna DiFiore 
 
DECEMBER GREETERS 
12/3 Yvonne Belshaw & 
 Elizabeth Bacon 
12/10 Rita Gutterud & Jim Brewer 
12/17 Pat Gedney & Bobbie Reeves 
12/24, 10:00  tbd 
             4:00  tbd 
             7:00  Judy Pickens &  
          Phil Sweetland 
            11:00 Kristen Almgren & 
          Josh Miller 
12/31 tbd 
 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Nancy Patterson 12/01 

Rob Frishholz 12/02 

Debi Yeabsley 1203 

Bryce Caldwell 12/04 

John Anderson 12/06 

Jennifer Casillas 12/10 

Jeanette Roadruck 12/10 

Donna DiFiore 12/13 

Katie Ackers 12/16 

Adam Moomey 12/17 

Terry Clements 12/18 

Kris Malinovitz 12/18 

Jackson Clark 12/20 

Judy Pickens 12/21 

Sherry Fullerton 12/23 

Larry Pierce 12/24 

Dorinda Reagan 12/24 

Carol Karlstrom 12/25 

Brenda Donner 12/26 

Chris Hines 12/26 

Dan Dahl 12/28 

Bettie Dunbar 12/29 

Mark Price 12/29 

Bronwyn Edwards 12/30 

Bob Fulford 12/30 

Rebecca Cate 12/31 

 

 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Dirck & Marie Armitage 12/15 

Chris Nack & Kirk Hopkins 12/15 

Hilary & Kurt Reeves 12/15 

Jolayne Houtz & Hector 
Martinez 

12/22 

Mitzi & Bill Carroll 12/28 
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