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FROM PASTOR LEAH’S DESK 
 

Did you know that Fauntleroy Church is a “sensitive location?” In   
October 2011, an administrative memorandum was issued by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) identifying those locations in the U.S. 
where immigration enforcement actions would be avoided. The policy 
remains in effect today and covers such locations as schools, hospitals, 
places of worship, weddings, funerals/memorials, and public demonstrations 
such as marches, rallies and parades. A sensitive location status isn’t some-
thing that a church decides to have or not have. It’s what we are considered 
by the federal government simply by nature of being a church.  

This summer, with the help of El Centro de la Raza, the staff of the 
church (and, hopefully, the YMCA as well) will be learning more about what it 
means to be a sensitive location and the legal rights it affords and doesn’t 
afford us with regard to welcoming undocumented immigrants who come to 
us to worship, workout, meet, seek pastoral care or engage in any other 
activity offered on Fauntleroy Church property. We’ll also be developing a 
simple process for how best (and legally) to handle a visit by immigration 
agents to our premises, in the event that something does cause ICE agents 
to come here with the intention of bringing someone into custody. To be 
clear, we’re not training to be a site of sanctuary (becoming a “sanctuary 
church” would be a much bigger endeavor and something upon which the 
congregation would need to vote); we’re simply training to better understand 
the “sensitive location” designation we already have.     

To better own our sensitive location status is to better live our faith 
and motto, that “whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here”. I want you to think about that for a second; in particular, 
think about the word, “welcome”. Think about what it takes for a person to 
truly feel welcome. I know what it takes for me. To feel true welcome, I need 
to know that I’m wanted, warmly invited, loved unconditionally, valued and 
safe to be me. I need to feel that I can let my guard down to some degree 
and relax into the community.  

Now, imagine never feeling true welcome outside your home. It’s 
difficult to even begin to imagine what that would feel like, but that is the 
reality for many undocumented immigrants. They’re afraid to leave their 
homes. They’re afraid to go to school and work. They’re afraid to report 
crimes, afraid to go to the hospital, afraid to seek community with others, 
afraid to lift their voices, afraid to worship, afraid of engaging so many activi-
ties we take for granted every day. Regardless of what you think about 
immigration policy, imagine the toll that amount of fear is taking on the lives 
of God’s beloved children. 

To better embrace our sensitive location status is to better live with 
the open arms of God in a simple yet profound and prophetic way. And if 
even one person can step inside our doors and -- for the limited time they’re 
here to worship, workout, meet or seek pastoral care – feel a little less 
scared and a little more welcome, we’re doing the work of God and following 
in the footsteps of Jesus. 

If you’d like to learn more about the “sensitive location” designation, 
El Centro de la Raza has a great sensitive location tool kit available when 

you search for it on their website:  
www.elcentrodelaraza.org. 
      And, as always, feel free to  
ask questions of Pastor Karyn, me 
 or any member of our Immigra- 
tion Task Force.    
      May the peace of Christ abide 
in all lives, Leah 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP AND 
CHURCH SCHOOL 

10:00 AM 

 
 

JULY 7, 2019 
Summer Sunday School    

Schedule Begins 
Rev. Karyn Frazier Preaching 

Communion 
 
 

JULY 14, 2019 
Rev. Karyn Frazier Preaching 

 
 

JULY 21, 2019 
Rev. Leah Atkinson Bilinski  

Preaching 
 

Following Worship 
11:30 

Ice Cream Social 
Patio and Narthex 

 
5:00 

Sojourners 
Butterfield/Stewart home 

http://www.elcentrodelaraza.org/


 
 

Sunday – July 7 
9:00 Adult Bible Study - Library 
10:00 Worship – Communion 
 Rev. Karyn Frazier Preaching 
 
Monday – July 8 
8:30 Altar Guild 
 Stage Struck and the West 

Seattle/Fauntleroy Programs 
for July/August begin 

 
Tuesday – July 9 
6:00 Seaside Sisters – Off-site 
 
Wednesday – July 10 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
 
Thursday – July 11 
10:00 Knitters/Crafters – Library 
10:00 Sisters–Gaskill-Gaddis home 
 
Sunday – July 14 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship – Rev. Karyn Frazier 

Preaching 
 
Monday – July 15 
8:30 Altar Guild 
7:00 Camp 2nd Chance T.F. - BRR 
 
Wednesday – July 17 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
 
Thursday – July 18 
10:00 Knitters/Crafters – LIbrary 
 
Saturday – July 20 
10:00 HTF Lunch Prep – Kitchen 
5:00 Crock Pots – Ellis home 
 
Sunday – July 21 
9:00 Adult Bible Study – Library 
10:00 Worship – Rev. Leah 

Atkinson Bilinski Preaching 
11:30 Ice Cream Social – Patio 
12:00 Worship Ministry – Library 
5:00 Sojourners – Stewart/Butter- 
 field home 
 
Monday – July 22 
8::30 Altar Guild 
 
Wednesday – July 24 
9:45 Staff Meeting – Fish Bowl 
 
Thursday – July 25 
10:00 Knitters/Crafters – Library 
10:00 Sisters – VanGilder home 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PUERTO RICO – APRIL 2019 

      This winter, a 
call went out to 
members of 
U.C.C. churches in 
the Pacific 
Northwest 
Conference to 

attend a disaster recovery mission trip 
to Puerto Rico. Rev. Jim Spraker, 
who served Fauntleroy Church in the 
70's as an Associate Pastor, was one 
of the participants and has offered this 
reflection on his experience: 
       “You bring Love and Hope”. 
These words greeted us from Jose, 
the project leader of the Puerto Rico 
Disciples Disaster ministry. Twenty-
five of us from UCC and Disciples of 
Christ churches in Washington State 
spent a week repairing houses 
impacted by Hurricane Maria. 
      In the fall of 2017, Puerto Rico 
was hit with two Hurricanes. Hurricane 
Irma came first, then Maria, a Cate-
gory 5 Hurricane with winds of 175 
mph and 40 inches of rain in 48 hours. 
The damage was catastrophic, with 
both property damage and human 
suffering. The death toll from the 
effects of the hurricane was 2,900+. 
Most of the island’s population experi-
enced flooding and a lack of 
resources, compounded by a slow 
relief process. High winds knocked 
out the communication network and 
the electric system. Electric power 
was out from 6-10 months in some 
areas. The blown down trees and 
massive rainfall resulted in landslides 
in the mountain areas. Flooding and 
winds damaged or destroyed many 
homes. There are 100,000 homes still 
in need of repair. The total loss was 
estimated at 92 billion dollars. 
     We did a variety of tasks to make 
the homes more habitable. Some of 
us repaired roofs by power washing 
and then applying two coats of sea-
lant. Others repaired damaged win-
dows and doors. One group repaired 
a ceiling and restored electricity. All of 
us got a chance to paint. We made a 

difference in the lives of a few people 
in Puerto Rico. 
      People to People is a rewarding 
Ministry. It was an opportunity to 
interact with our fellow citizens and 
learn about their lives. We worked on 
their homes, they cooked us lunch 
and we worshiped in their church. I 
am glad to have participated in our 
Pacific Northwest Conference’s 
Global Ministries Mission to Puerto 
Rico.   Jim Spraker 
 
IMMEDIATE HELP IS NEEDED 
BY REFUGEES 
      Refugees and asylees are people 
who have endured traumatic lives--
often beyond our wildest imaginations. 
They gratefully arrive in America...yet 
most of them subsist on minimum 
wage (even though they may have 
college degrees in their native land), 
struggle with high cost of living, with 
language barriers, hateful words and 
actions by some, while coping with 
psychic traumas they have 
experienced. Each of us has great 
feeling/compassion for refugees as 
they struggle to survive in our area. 
Yet most of us feel it is such a huge 
need and we don't know what we can 
possibly do for them 
      Good news: there is a lot you can 
do for them without leaving our west 
side area. You will not only be giving 
them some necessities of life; you will 
also be giving them love/hope/ 
encouragement...which is a priceless 
gift. 
       What you can do: The 
Emergency Pantry at Northwest 
Refugees is almost empty. They 
URGENTLY need food and basic 
hygiene supplies for vulnerable adults 
and children. Please consider 
collecting food & hygiene supplies 
with your congregation/book club/ 
extended family/neighbors...anyone! 
      Suggestions: instead of "eating 
out", go spend that $$ buying for 
people who are without food, shop at 
Dollar Stores or buy bulk online. Click 
here for the list of emergency food 
pantry items; click here for the list 
of hygiene supplies. Call Mary Anne 
DeVry for pick-up/drop-off of your 
donations: 206-790-3631. OR, order 
from their Amazon Wish List and 
ship to Refugees NW. Order from 
amazon wish list here. When many 
of us collect--or order--items, it 
becomes a BIG, significant amount. 
Together we can do so much.  

As an open and affirming 
congregation, the members and staff 
of Fauntleroy Church are committed 

to fostering community among 
people of all races, cultures and 

sexual orientations. 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
ON JUNE 23, 2019 

      Question:  
What is more 
fun than a 
“barrel of 
monkeys”?  
Answer:  A 
Sanctuary full of 

dogs of course – dozens and dozens 
of the critters. The word on this 
special event had circulated 
throughout West Seattle thanks to 
Judy Pickens’ poster and blog 
inviting the public to bring their furry 
critters to this annual event.   
      Besides having the most dogs 
ever at the “Blessing”, there were also 
the highest number of kids to come 
along with their parents and enjoy the 
fun.  Although Lisa Fischer’s French 
bulldog was ready on “bouncer-duty” 
as all the other dogs made their way 
down the center aisle, everyone, 
whether four-legged or two-legged, 
was well-mannered and extra polite 
(including not making any messes in 
the Sanctuary).   
      Pastors Leah and Karyn led this 
congregation in the Call to Worship, 
Passing the Peace (or Paw) and 
Responsive Reading, and Bron led 
the music and singing as her beautiful 
slide show of God’s many creatures 
was shown.  Both pastors then 
insured each dog that came forward 
from the pews received a personal 
blessing.  There were also blessings 
of pictures of pets that had died but 
whose memory was still very much 
alive in their owners’ hearts.   
      The afternoon’s event concluded 
with a rollicking social time on the 
patio with refreshments for both pets 
and owners.   
      A special thanks to Dennie, 
Carolyn, Wendy, and Bobbie for 
their help in being greeters and 
ushers, and bringing delicious treats, 
and to Kersti Muul for photographing 
the whole wonderful event!  By-the-
way, Jenny & Gordy’s dog Daisy 
was not bashful about showing-off in 
order to be treated with fish flakes. 
   Mark Olson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LETTERS OF THANKS 

      Following are 
excerpts from letters 
received from 
several agencies 
supported by our 
Service & Outreach 

Ministry. The full version of the letters 
can be found in the narthex on the 
bulletin board by the elevator.  
 
Dear Friends at Fauntleroy Church 
UCC, 
Thank you for your gift of $200. We 
truly appreciate your confidence and 
investment in our mission of providing 
essential items to local children in 
need. WestSide Baby plays a crucial 
role in improving the quality of life for 
children who are living in low-income 
households in King County.  
      Your generosity is inspiring and 
making a difference. 
 
Dear Rev. Bilinski and Fauntleroy 
Friends, 
    Thanks be to God! Your com- 
munIty’s extraordinary gift in the 
amount of $1,375 is allowing God’s 

work to be done through the power of 
congregations working together.    
      Your steadfast partnership is a 
blessing beyond imagining. I so look 
forward to celebrating, reflecting and 
looking ahead together as justice 
continues to unfold through the power 
of congregations and people of faith 
working in unity. It is truly the blessed 
opportunity to do this work together 
that makes all the difference. 
The Church Council of Greater 
Seattle.  
 
Dear Friends, 
      Thank you for your generous 
support of immigrants in our 
community. We received your gift of 
$1,011 to Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project on June 11. 
      Your gift will be used to challenge 
injustice, keep families together, 
protect people from fleeing from 
violence in their homes or home 
countries, and provide opportunities in 
work and education.  
      As NWIRP celebrates our 35th 
anniversary of defending and 
advancing immigrants rights, we are 
so grateful to count you as a partner 
in our shared pursuit of justice.  
 

TIME TO THINK DONATIONS FOR 2ND TIME SALE 

 Although our 25th annual 2nd Time Sale is  
several weeks away (Sept. 14-15), this is prime time  
to start setting aside what you will donate and to alert  
friends, neighbors, and family members who might also  
have things to give. 
 Our largest fund-raiser of the year depends on having quality items to 
sell.  “Quality” means clean, in working order, and complete (all parts) - 
something you would pay good money to have.  We gladly accept new items, 
too, such as that birthday present you never used or the not-right towels you 
couldn’t return. 

See www.fauntleroyucc.org/2nd-time-sale/ or check with the church 
office for the list of what we cannot take. 

If you still don’t know where to start on all the stuff that’s accumulated in 
your basement or garage, call the church office (206-932-5600) to ask for a 
consultation.  A sale veteran will come point out which things would be perfect 
for the sale and advise what you might do with the rest.  If the task is still too 
daunting, invite church volunteers back to box and bag the things you decide 
to give to the sale.  They can also arrange to store your donations until 
September. 
 Many helping hands will also be needed before, during, and after the 
sale.  Volunteering is great fun and a chance to get better acquainted with 
fellow church members.  Expect to sign up on Sunday mornings in August. 

Between now and then, we especially need a few willing backs able to 
carry boxes and furniture destined for storage.  Call the church office to 
volunteer so we don’t have to say no to items that would be perfect for the 
sale. Thanks!                   Judy Pickens 
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Sunday Worship & Church School: 10 AM 
Office Hours: 8:30-3:30 PM Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-2:30 Fri. 

Senior Minister Rev. Leah Bilinski  
Acting Associate Pastor Rev. Karyn Frazier 
Music Director Bronwyn Edwards 
Little Pilgrim School Director Lorrie Cook  
Wedding Coordinator Neenah West 
Volunteer & Engagement Coor. Sarah Ackers 
Youth Leader Kristen Almgren 
Nursery Supervisor Carol Smith 
Custodian Bill McElroy 
Financial Assistant Aimee Pinckney 
Financial Assistant Pat Gedney 
Office Manager Jackie Gould 

 

CONGREGATOR DEADLINE: TUESDAYS, 1 PM 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRAYER CHAIN  
      Please pray for…Donna (Finney); 
Louisa Wagner; Karyn’s cousin, 
Becky; Dylan Bullard; Melissa Coudle; 
Maggie Dickson’s sister, Frances; 
Elaine Wilson; Gary Cooper; Sue Lille; 
Valerie Pifer and her daughter; Lauren 
Smith; Kersti Muul; Jo Garrity; The 
Lane Family; Barbara & Rick Shaw; 
Marilyn Moore; Becky; Rosalita 
Salanga; Lori & Averi Bowerman,  
Verne Miller; Laurie Whitford; Mr. & 
Mrs. Muul; Beverly Wilson, Lily 
Grainger & Alan Black-man; Carl & 
Heather Craven; Dick Finney, Tim 
Hossner, Lydia  
Shepherd’s uncle, Roger; Michael 
Sipes; Dianne Sprague; Leann 
Conley-Holcomb; Marie Sever; Kathie 
Salonen and Family and Brenda 
Donner.  
 
OUR SINCEREST SYMPATHY 
TO: 
Tim Hossner, who lost his father in 
early June. 
Dianne Sprague, whose 95-year-old 
Mother, Laura Marshall Sprague, 
passed away on June 11. She lived in 
Connecticut.  
Kathie Salonen, whose husband, 
Bob, passed away on 6/22/19. He was 
on hospice care. 
      We pray that God’s peace will  
surround these people at this time.  

THEY NEED OUR SUPPORT 
Marcia Wallace’s son, Michael 
Sipes, suffered a small stroke but is 
now recuperating and doing very well. 
Marie Sever fell and broke the 4th and 
5th Metatarsal bones in her foot. She is 
in Mt. St. Vincent for another week 
undergoing physical therapy. 
Brenda Donner fell off a ladder and 
broke her ankle in three places. She is 
in a boot and resting at home. 
      Please keep these people in your 
prayers during this time of healing.  
 
THANK YOU! 
      Thanks to Joel and Maria Groen 
for the Rubbermaid storage shed that 
is now just outside the kitchen door. 
Billy put it together and now we have a 
great place to store all our mops, etc. 
So nice to have this area looking good. 
  
CONGRATULATIONS! 
      Cate Sawyer graduated from Holy 
Names Academy and will attend St. 
Mary’s college, near Oakland, CA, this 
fall. Way to go, Cate! 
 
CROP HUNGER WALK – OCT. 6 
   The Annual CROP Hunger Walk is a 
major event at Fauntleroy Church and 
will happen again this fall on Sunday 
afternoon, Oct. 6, along Alki Beach. 
Enrolling, walking and making financial 
pledges will start a few weeks ahead 
of that date. Last year, we had 72  

walkers and raised $10,000 for hunger 
relief and at home and abroad. Let’s 
do it again!  
 
 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP  
Following is a list of our Council 
members and Ministry Chairs. Thanks 
to you all for your willingness to serve 
in this way! 
 

Jennifer Casillas, Moderator 
Mary Code, Vice Moderator 
Jeff VanGilder, Treasurer 
Kathleen Steele, Clerk 
 
Council Members-at-Large: 
Al Bernahl, Bruce Gryniewski, 
Liann Sundquist, Vicky Ellis, 
Sabrina Burgess-Garrett, 
Nancy Olson, Cathy Friis 
 
Kurt Reeves, Chair 
Facilities Ministry 
 
Sarah Finney, Chair 
Christian Education Ministry 
 
Gwen Benedict, Chair 
Parish Life Ministry 
 
Laura Grit, Chair 
Service & Outreach Ministry 
 
Hilary Reeves, Chair 
Worship Ministry 
 
Bob Code, Chair 
Finance Ministry 
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