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PRETTY GROUNDCOVER SHOWING ITS TRUE COLORS AS INVASIVE 

 "It's such a pretty plant.  I can't imagine why I should 
get rid of it." 
 Surely you've had this thought at least once - when 
someone points out that a plant you've enjoyed in your 
landscape is spreading, perhaps even into a nearby park 

or natural area. 
 This is how 
invasive plants 
get their start, 
whether the 
English ivy and 
Himalayan 
blackberry that 
are so insidious 
here or relative 
newcomers.  
Here is a "down 
list" noxious 
weed you might 
want to know 
about. 

Italian arum 
(Arum italicum) is 

an ornamental groundcover with solid or speckled 
arrowhead leaves on 1' to 1.5' stalks that emerge from 
tubers in spring and fall.  Also called lords-and-ladies, 
Italian lily, or cuckoo's pint, it produces orange-red 
clusters of berries in fall and stays green all winter.  It 
spreads by seed, by "daughter" tubers that detach and 
form new plants, and by squirrels that dig and rebury 
tubers. 

Besides overtaking native habitat, this 
European/Asian perennial is poisonous to people, pets, 
and wildlife.  Any part of it can cause severe skin irritation 
to the point of illness or death. 

Italian arum is rapidly naturalizing in western 
Washington.  It prefers moist, shady conditions but can 
grow in nearly any soil and light, from woods to disturbed 
urban areas.  It's listed as a Class C noxious weed 
throughout Washington and often spreads here where 
homeowners dump contaminated yard waste. 

As seems to be the desire of every invasive plant, 
Italian arum is proving nearly impossible to kill.  If you 
have a small clump in your yard, try cutting and bagging 
berry clusters in late summer, before they have a chance 
to scatter.   

If you decide to try to dig it out, dig wide enough that 
you don't break any tubers and put everything in a plastic 
bag for the garbage (never in yard waste!).  Always wear 
protective clothing and avoid skin contact. 

If you have a sizable infestation, seek the advice of 
natural-gardening expert Steve Richmond (206-650-9807 
or gardencycles@hotmail.com) as off-the-shelf herbicides 
have not proven effective. 
 
 

TIPS FOR MAKING HALLOWEEN ABOUT 

TREATS, NOT HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS 

 Almost overnight, Halloween has become one of the 
biggest American holidays.  Decorations abound and 
choosing the right costume has become a competitive 
sport for kids and adults. 
 If reports of toxic chemicals in face paint, masks, and 
costumes threaten to dampen the fun, here are timely tips 
from the Washington Toxics Coalition: 
Skip store-bought plastic and vinyl 
costumes in favor of home-grown 
creativity.  Options include cloth 
costumes from the back of your closet or 
thrift stores or even large cardboard 
boxes.  

Instead of a plastic or vinyl 
mask, choose a safe option.  
Buy face paint or pencils made 
from clay or other natural 
ingredients or make your own 
edible face paint (see recipe).  
Creating a paper-mache mask can be a fun 
project, using an empty milk jug, strips of used paper, 
wheat flour, and water. 

Leave bags and plastic pumpkins or buckets on the shelf 
as they may contain toxic flame retardants.  Send trick-or-
treaters out with an old pillowcase, shopping bag, or 
decorated paper grocery bag. 
 

Face Paint Made With Food 

Choose an unscented face cream or toothpaste as 
your base and color as follows: 
 For yellow, add turmeric spice. 
 For pink, add raspberry or beet juice or puree. 
 For mint green, add mashed avocado. 
 For purple, add blueberry juice or puree. 
 For brown, add cocoa powder or chocolate sauce 
 For white, use as is or add powdered sugar. 

Test a small patch of skin first to make sure your child 
isn’t allergic to the base or food you plan to use and 
emphasize not to eat the paint. 
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WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE THINGS 

1 GREEN PLANET CANNOT TAKE 

1 Green Planet cannot accept everything at our 
Recycle Roundups.  Here's a current list of what you 
might do with things on our "do not bring" list: 

Televisions for recycling: Burien 
Goodwill (1031 SW 128th), a collector for 
E-Cycle Washington. Manufacturers 
support this free program financially. 

Books (hard, paper, audio), art prints, CDs, DVDs 
for resale:  Friends of the Seattle Public 
Library.  www.friendsofspl.org/book-sales/ 
#donate-books. Free.  

CDs, DVDs, videotapes for recycling: 
GreenDisk's "Technotrash" service. Details at 
www.greendisk.com. $ 

Wooden furniture, wood: 
 City transfer stations for recycling or disposal. $ 
 Second Use (3223 Sixth Ave. S.).  Details at 

www.seconduse.com/about/acceptance-policies. Free. 
 Ballard Reuse (1440 NW 52nd St.).  Details at 

www.ballardreuse.com. Free. 

Cardboard for recycling: Break down and put any 
amount next to your recycling bin. 

Styrofoam, bubble wrap, plastic wrap for 
recycling: V & G Styro Recycle (now in Kent). Details 
at www.styrorecycle.com. Free. 

Historic porcelain sinks, toilets for resale:  
EarthWise Architectural Salvage.  Details at 
http://ewsalvage.com. Free. 

Porcelain sinks, toilets, concrete, asphalt 
for crushing: Renton Concrete Recycling; remove all 
guts from fixtures. Contact information at http://renton 
concreterecyclers.com/. $ 

Latex paint/stain for disposal: See how to prepare 
as household garbage at www.seattle.gov/util 
and search "this department" for latex paint. 

Oil paint/stain, gas/oil, fluorescents, 
chemicals, alkaline batteries for disposal: 
South Recycling and Disposal Station (8105 Fifth Ave. 
S.).  Free. 

Tires for disposal: South Recycling and Disposal 
Station (8105 Fifth Ave. S.). Limit four per trip. $ 

 

ABOUT THE GREEN COMMITTEE 

The Fauntleroy Church Green Committee advocates 

within the congregation and community for responsible 

stewardship of the earth and 

provides green learning and action 

opportunities.  Earth Ministry has 

recognized this commitment by 

certifying the church as a "greening congregation." 
 

BE PREPARED FOR RAINY SEASON 
 The Pacific Northwest is known for rain that comes 
slow and steady, day after day.  But those who have lived 

here for awhile know 
that rain can also 
come in a torrent.  
When it does, flooding 
becomes a real 
possibility. 
 Seattle's 
Operations Response 
Center (206-386-
1800) is the place to 

report a potentially damaging flood.  It is staffed to 
respond 24/7 to citizen reports. 
 Although the city has discontinued its Adopt-a-Drain 
program, volunteers are still needed to monitor nearby 
storm drains and keep them clear of debris.   A grass rake 
is usually adequate to remove fallen leaves and twigs so 
they don't clog the drain and cause street flooding. 
 If a drain becomes plugged with debris, report it to the 
Operations Response Center, otherwise Seattle Public 
Utilities' response time will be 3-5 business days. 
 
 

CONSIDER BIRDS, SQUIRRELS WHEN 

PLANNING FALL PRUNING, PAINTING 

If you're planning your fall pruning projects, remember 
to take the nesting habits of birds and squirrels into 
account as you cut.  The same caution applies to exterior 
painting as some bird species look for crannies under the 
eaves and on windowsills to build their nests. 

Many animals nest between from late winter to late 
summer.  Hummingbirds are actively nesting as early as 
February and other species begin nesting in March and 
continue until late August.  Squirrels nest twice yearly, 
primarily in March and September.   

If you prune during this long nesting season for 
wildlife, you risk disturbing or 
destroying their nests.  Plan 
to get out there between 
October and early January if 
you possibly can, when 
trees and shrubs are 
dormant and nests are not 
yet active.   

Some pruning (such as 
fruit trees) is best done 
a bit later, so look 
before you cut.  If you 
see a new or occupied 
nest, postpone your 
project until the young 
are grown. 

For a project that 
must get done during 
spring or summer, hire a 
"wildlife friendly" arborist 
or landscaper who will be as concerned as you are about 
the health of your trees and the critters that nest in them. 
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